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FUNDAMENTALISM-MODERNISM: 


A First Step m the Controversy 


R eaders of Curistiantry Topay, and the wider 
Christian public, must be grateful to the Editor for 
his courageous call that the controversy between so- 
called modernism and fundamentalism should be re- 
assessed. Nothing but harm can result from the 
ignoring of vital issues. And while unnecessary and 
virulent controversy is rightly to be deplored, there 
can be no genuine peace or cooperation so long as 
there is division on questions of basic importance. On 
both sides, therefore, it is right and proper that there 
should be a fresh wrestling with the difference. 


BEYOND THE BREACH 


At the same time, it will be generally accepted that 
the debate should be resumed with a view to an out- 
come which is positive and fruitful. If the only result 
of a resumption of the controversy were to be harden- 
ing in hostility and suspicion, with the consequent 
strengthening of uncharitable attitudes on both sides, 
then it would be far better to leave things as they are. 
Che fact has to be recognized that the continuance of 
this division is not helpful to the witness of the Protes- 
tant world, and that if the discussion is reopened it 
should be very definitely for the purpose of healing the 
disastrous breach. 

But this is the whole difficulty, for compromise is 
obviously ruled out by the nature of the division. We 
cannot discuss merely in the hope of bringing opposing 
views into line, or finding a minimum of common 
ground on which to take a stand. Nor is it enough 
merely to attempt a sympathetic understanding. To be 
sure, a historical understanding is useful, for it enables 
us to see how it is that others have come to adopt the 
positions which they now hold. In this way, it helps 
us to go back to the root of the division, and perhaps 
to apportion the responsibility. But there can be no 
way forward merely by sympathetic appreciation of 
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the opposing standpoint. For while sy mpathy ought 
naturally to be extended, it should be the kind of sym- 
pathy which helps people out of their difficulties rather 


than confirms them in them. 


A CALL TO BOTH SIDES 


In these circumstances, is there really any hope of 
renewal of discussion issuing not in the strengthening 
of both sides but rather in the genuine victory of evan- 
gelical truth? The answer seems to lie, not in an 
attempted rapprochement, but in a call to both sides to 
take seriously the basic principles for which they sup- 
posedly and nominally stand. The controversy can be 
positively resumed, and with some hope of a profitable 
outcome which will be a victory for truth, if modernists 
for their part will accept the challenge to be genuinely 
historical and scientific, and fundamentalists for theirs 
will accept the challenge to be radically and consistently 


biblical. 


SCIENTIFIC PROCEDURE 


It has always been the cry of those who adopt liberal 
views that in so doing they are following a historical 
or scientific procedure. In other words, they are setting 
aside the presuppositions of the past. They are attain- 
ing an objectivity free from traditional assumptions. 
They are able to make a fresh approach, especially to 
the biblical documents. They can reassess them in 
accordance with the facts, i.e., the historical realities 
of their derivation and nature and setting, and of the 
development of which they are the record. Tacitly or 
explicitly, all modernism rests upon this fundamental 
appeal. 

But the question arises whether in the majority of 
cases it is really historical or scientific in more than a 
nominal, or at any rate, a negative sense. It does, of 
course, set aside certain beliefs concerning the Bible, 
and holds itself free to reject or amend the theological 
inheritance of the past. But this negative liberation is 
not by a long way the genuine objectivity required in 
science, and in two vital respects liberal theologians 
give evidence that they have a good deal to learn con- 
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cerning real objectivity, and that if they would find 
their way to it either independently (as has happened 
to some extent in the movement of “biblical theology”) 
or in renewed debate with evangelicals, there can be 
hope of better things for the Protestant world. 


DOMINATING ASSUMPTIONS 


In the first place, far too many liberals seem to have 
remained blissfully unaware that in throwing off the 
biblical or traditional presuppositions they have not 
attained to a position of neutrality but have merely 
replaced them by new presuppositions which control 
their historical and theological study of the Bible. An 
analysis of the dominating assumptions of modernism 
is impossible in this brief article. The fact that they 
are present in all kinds of combinations and with all 
kinds of emphases and nuances means that it is diff- 
cult to sift and sort them in any given case. Rational- 
ism laid a solid foundation in the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies. The evolutionary monism of Herder made an 
important contribution, especially when it was given 
a quasi-scientific status through the work of Darwin 
and his school. The subjectivism of Schleiermacher, 
combining such varied elements as Pietism and Kantian 
philosophy, provided a vital element which has always 
been at odds with the professed objectivity. But what- 
ever the combination, the fact remains that the ma- 
jority of liberals have approached the biblical docu- 
ments with presuppositions just as powerful as those 
of any fundamentalist, and the more insidious because 
often concealed under a mask of objectivity. The 
challenge to modernists, then, is a challenge to see 
that much of their work and many of their findings 
are not historical in the strictest sense, but are con- 
trolled or even dominated by these assumptions. 


SUBJECTIVE FACTORS 


Secondly, and in a sense even more seriously, it has 
not been seen or remembered that true scientific ob- 
jectivity means a readiness to study and assess the 
object in and from itself, to allow oneself to be taught 
by the object. It is no good pretending to be objective 
if we discard presuppositions only to interpret the 
object of our study in terms of something else, or in- 
deed make the object something rather different from 
what it really is. Yet this is what actually happens 
in so much modernist study. Armed with assumptions 
which are not in any case biblical, the student does 
not learn from the object of his enquiry; indeed, it 
may be questioned whether he even sees it properly. 
Instead, he comes to the Bible with his own prede- 
termined questions and finds in it the things which 
he wants, and discards those which he does not. To be 
genuinely objective, he must be ready to take the Bible 
as he finds it, to expound it in terms of itself, to let it 
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speak its own message in its own way. Instead of 
addressing his questions to the Bible, he must be pre- 
pared to let the Bible answer its own questions. And 
for this purpose, he will have to remember that the 
Bible itself understands itself as a unity as well as a 
collection, so that even though the investigator may 
not agree with this view, it must be taken into account 
if he is to give a genuinely objective account. 

In any case, however, it is essential to a truly scien- 
tific approach that the object itself should determine 
the nature of the study and especially of the findings. 
As already noted, the so-called biblical theology has 
made an important beginning along these lines. But 
modernists as a whole must be summoned to take far 
more genuinely and seriously the scientific objectivity 
which is nominally intrinsic to their whole position. 


BIBLICAL APPROACH 


On the other side, fundamentalists lay vocal claim to 
the biblical nature of their approach and thinking, 
their methods and conduct. In other words, they are 
prepared to take the Bible in terms of itself, and to 
accept the assumptions on which it speaks. They do 
not dispute the materials incorporated in the Bible, 
nor attempt to put them within an alien framework. 
They maintain their positions only because they are 
convinced that these are true to the Bible, and they 
are always ready to put other views (and especially 
the views of others) to the arbitratment of Scripture. 
Any attack on the Bible from any source is firmly 
resisted. 

Again, however, the question arises whether many 
fundamentalists are really quite so biblical as they 
protest except nominally or negatively. Indeed, a close 
examination suggests that in far too many fields evan- 
gelical thought and activity is in its own way influ- 
enced by the very assumptions which underlie the 
liberal movement, though biblical texts or tags may be 
found for the detailed outworking. For instance, the 
subjectivism of Schleiermacher, itself connected with 
18th century Pietism, plays an obvious and not specifi- 
cally biblical role in the emphasis on experience com- 
mon in so many evangelical circles. Or again, in the 
principles of Christian organization, action and meth- 
ods, there is often displayed an elementary failure to 
be biblical which is no less culpable and dangerous 
because it is so patently unconscious. 


ROLE OF INVESTIGATION 


More pertinently, there are two points at which funda- 
mentalists do well to ask themselves whether they are 
truly biblical, or biblical enough. In respect of the 
modernist attack on the Bible, it is often not perceived 
that in the aim to rebut the critical theories there is a 
danger of accepting the critical assumptions, i.e., of 
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trying to fight modernists on their own ground, instead 
of genuinely fighting them from the Bible itself. This 
means that so much of the controversy becomes a 
detailed discussion in terms of a commonly accepted 
historicism, the truth and authority of the Bible being 
linked with the ability to prove the historical reliability 
of this or that part of the biblical record. Naturally, 
in face of historical criticism, there is a place for sober 
investigation and this need not be feared. But it is 
another matter to make this the crucial battle, when all 
the time the real need is to see the underlying em- 
piricism on the modernist side and not to accept it but 
to combat it with a genuinely biblical approach. 


INROADS OF RATIONALISM 


3ut if the historico-critical work of fundamentalists, 
however conservative, is often conducted on non-bib- 
lical assumptions, the same is no less true of a good 
deal of their equally conservative theology. The fact 
has to be faced that in the later years of the 17th cen- 
tury there was a considerable infusion of rationalism 
into the most impeccable of Protestant orthodoxy, and 
that much evangelical dogmatics, while it is biblical 
in its materials, is very far from biblical in its basis, 
structure and method. The challenge to fundamental- 
ists is thus that they should reckon with the possibility 
that, for all their good intentions, their training and 
traditions and environment may have conspired to 


inake them a good deal less biblical in basic thinking 





than they suppose. They have to be ready to see what 
the points are where they must be taught by the Bible 
to be genuinely biblical. And for this purpose they 
must go back again and again to the Bible itself, sub- 
mitting their own views and those of the evangelical 
fathers to its searching and purifying scrutiny. 

It will be seen, however, that if modernists accept 
the challenge to be truly scientific, and fundamentalists 
to be truly biblical, their controversy can be hopeful 
and fruitful, for they are both summoned to the same 
task. The modernist is objective as he is taught by the 
object, i.e., the Bible, and therefore he must be biblical. 
The fundamentalist is biblical as he allows the Bible to 
search and correct his teachings instead of molding the 
Bible into his own pattern, and therefore he must be 
objective. The fruits of renewed discussion will not 
be gathered in a day, for nothing is more difficult than 
to be truly objective and therefore truly biblical in 
relation to the Bible. It involves an act of intellectual 
and spiritual humility which comes readily to none 
of us. We all prefer to be masters rather than scholars 
in this school. But if we are at least prepared on both 
sides to live up to our profession, to be radically bibli- 
cal, then we shall be brought together in a common 
study of the common object in terms of itself. And 
as we can see already from the few first-fruits already 
gathered, the Bible can be relied upon, under the Holy 
Spirit, to do its own positive and therefore unifying 
work, END 








hat should be the relation between a nation 
and God? It might seem that religion is so 
personal a matter that one cannot think of any real 
relation between a great aggregate of people, like a 
nation, and God. But aggregates of people have a 
character, an influence, a responsibility which they 
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“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12) 










exercise. The individuals within them contribute 
largely to this, but the aggregate is more than and 
different from the sum of the individuals. The Old 
Testament is the record of God’s dealing with a nation. 
In it individuals are flashed upon the screen continu- 
ally; but they are always individuals within the nation. 
When Christianity appeared, religion became both 
more personal and more universal in its implications. 
But we must never forget the profound debt of descent 
which Christianity owes to Judaism. 

Some would attempt to divorce the religious from the 
national consciousness, on the grounds that when you 
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add the religious to the national loyalty you have a 
fruitful source of egoistic nationalism, dragging in God 
for support. This danger is there, of course. It arises 
the moment the importance of the nation outstrips the 
importance of God. But there are some things to be 
said about this. 

The first is that the nation, like the family, seems 
to be an intended unit of human society. There have 
always been these groupings according to race, or loca- 
tion, or language, or religion. How weal you ever 
read history without individuals, families, and nations? 
Each of these seems to have a place in the permanent 
scheme of things. 


TRUE PATRIOTISM 


| remember a time when | thought that all patriotism 
was inevitably jingoistic nationalism. I felt the thing 
to go for was a love and loyalty for all mankind. There 
is a great truth here, but I had to live a while and 
learn that we are meant to reach our loyalties to the 
vreat aggregate of the world, through the more circum- 
scribed loyalties of family, community and nation. A 


~ 


veneral concern for humanity without responsibility 
for one’s own group and nation may turn out to be a 
vague, amorphous internationalism that may be more 
sentimental than responsible. If we cannot deal effec- 
tively with those smaller units how can we _expect to 
deal effectively with the whole human race? 

The second thing is that there is only one thing 
bigger than the powerful state, and that is God. When 
the state usurps all power (as lately in Germany, and 
presently in Russia and the satellite countries), there 

1s to be no individual, no group, no interest, strong 
enough to rise up against it. Another power from with- 
out may have to effect its deliverance from its dictators. 
Organized religion may seem very impotent for a 
time. The Church must work by moral, not material 
force. The state can do terrible things to the Church’s 
leaders and people. But, even within the immediate 
framework, a power is exerted out of all proportion 
to its physical strength. 


OUTSIDE OF HISTORY 


Hitler broke the newspaper editors, he broke the col- 
lege professors; he never could quite break the Church. 
That stood athwart him when all else capitulated to 
him. But God is more than the relatively small power 
resident in God’s people. God is the Lord and Judge 
of history. Once let the very thought of him enter the 
mind of the tyrant, and he will quaver. If he begins 
realizing that he stands under the judgment of a 
righteous God, it is more likely to make him modify, 
or even abandon, his ways than any other thing. For 
God, if he is at all, stands above and outside of history, 


while he works in and through history. The belief in 
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God, even tenuously and provisionally held, yet re- 
mains the one factor that can put fear into the tyrant’s 
heart, as it puts hope into the heart of the tyrannized. 

It appears, then, that God creates nations, as he 
creates men. And it appears that nations, like men, 
truly thrive and go forward, not when they seek their 
own will, and willed destiny, but when they seek to 
keep aware of God, mindful of his favour, conscious 
of his judgment upon all their partial successes, de- 
pendent upon him for their life. 

There is a sense in which what I have just been 
saying is a fiction. There never has been a nation that 
fulfilled these things, unless on rare occasions. When 
we say that they happen at all, we mean that at times 
the will of a minority that thinks and feels in this way 
prevails and becomes public policy. A famous instance 
was our dealings with China after the Boxer uprising 
half a century ago. There were doubtless Americans 
who seethed when President Theodore Roosevelt, at 
the instigation of Dr. Arthur H. Smith, a famous old 
missionary in North China, returned the indemnity 
money asking that a college and scholarships be made 
of it; but good will prevailed. The act and its conse- 
quences were for half a century a symbol of our rela- 
tions with China. 


STRENGTH OF TRADITION 


It is possible that the strength of a tradition coming 
down from the past, or the strength of a lively present 
minority of right-minded people, can infuse into a 
nation’s thinking and planning elements of Christian 
morality and concern. 

When it comes to our own nation, the stamp of 
God's hand is heavy upon us. Our early colonists and 
settlers fled religious persecution and came here for 
freedom in the spiritual and political realms. Our 
founding fathers were not all of them plaster saints, 
nor all entirely orthodox Christians; but they were men 
who believed in God and feared him and who wrote 
their convictions into their deeds and their documents. 

Freedom as we know it did not begin with the found- 
ing of America—it really began on Sinai when Moses 
came down from the mountain with Ten Command- 
ments, the first of which was, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” When it became clear that 
Jehovah, the God of the Hebrews, was the God of the 
whole earth, and then it became clear that he had 
uniquely manifested himself in Jesus of Nazareth, 
there began the greatest move towards rightness in 
human life and human relations that had ever taken 
place in history. Man found his real nature and stature. 
He is a creature who belongs to the natural creation, 
capable of rebellion or of obedience towards God, there- 
fore needing redemption; but when he has accepted 
that redemption, he is meant to behave like a child of 
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God and to help all other men find their significance in 
becoming his children also. 


DIGNITY AND CONSCIENCE 


Freedom is a natural consequence of this, but will not 
long be sustained except in an atmosphere where man 
knows both his affinity and his accountability to God. 
His affinity gives him dignity; his accountability gives 
him conscience. He must be both lifted up, and kept 
down, by his relation to God. Only such men dare 
to seek freedom, and only such men know how to use 
it responsibly. 

We badly need to understand the nature of our 
freedom. For some, freedom is nothing but the pro- 
tected right to behave as they please; such people help 
to destroy freedom by the way they misuse it. Some, 
indeed many in our time, are so aware of the way bad 
people, and the bad part of the so-called good people, 
misuse freedom, that instead of reforming and chang- 
ing the bad in the people they want to take part of the 
(reedom out of freedom. Many young people in our 
colleges, taught the secular philosophy which is their 
current sacred cow, seeing the plentiful evils in a nation 
like ours, want to do away with that system of freedom 
which allows bad men to go on being bad, and selfish 
men to be selfish in their exploitation of our capitalistic 
system, and they want to put such curbs on our free- 
dom that it ceases to be freedom. 


OUR GREATEST NEED 


What needs changing most is the men themselves. It 
is not the curbing of freedom from without, but the 
curbing of sin from within that we really need; for 
when you have destroyed all your freedom, you still 
will have sinful men who wili go on working some 
other kind of evil, after they have been reduced to 
slaves. Dr. Donald J. Cowling has reminded us that 
the founding fathers did not go for a big military 
establishment, nor for a great many social benefits for 
our people; the one thing they went for was liberty as 
the over-all climate in which everything else should be 
effected. I suspect that liberty is the greatest political, 
academic, economic, and spiritual blessing that can 
ever be granted to a people. You can vote it away by 
ever-encroaching appeals to security; but when it is 
gone, you cannot vote it back. Large, sweeping legis- 
lative reforms have taken the place, in our modern 
world, of those personal reforms which begin in indi- 
viduals but do not end in them. 

Freedom as a philosophy, as a passion, as a con- 
stituent part of religious faith and conviction—how 
many Americans are there who understand this? How 
many just think it means having more refrigerators 
and television sets and screaming newspapers and radio 
programs than any other nation has? A nation that has 





lost its soul that way is in danger soon of losing its 
life. There is a treason which begins in philosophy, 
where I think Alger Hiss’s treason began, and many 
more like him who have not been caught. The low- 
level, secularist, naturalistic thinking such men do is 
their first step in betraying their nation and the free 

dom which is both its greatest blessing and its greatest 
responsibility. Karl Marx said that “Communism be 
gins where atheism begins.” 


FOUR STEPS TO TAKE 


What, then, should w e seek to persuade \merica to d 
if we would see “this nation under God”? 

First, this nation must repent. It must repent of all 
its arrogance, its thunderings about being better than 
other nations, its loss of God and the terrible conse 
quences in crime, from crooked politicians to dope 
peddlers. The way families have let children grow up 
in this God-blessed land without knowing God except 
as a word to swear with, children who inherit the 
greatest blessings any children on earth enjoy without 
knowing enough to say “Thank You” to God, without 
understanding the deep wells of religious conviction 
out of which these blessings have come, is as stupid 
as it is wicked. There are moral standards in this uni 
verse as detectable, as obvious when you see them, 
as any natural or scientific laws. There is at least a 
grave question whether the dropping of the atomic 
bomb in Japan was not a military mistake; its morality 
was still more doubtful. 

America is like a good-hearted, emotional, heedless 
child—and such a child can do great harm. We are 
incredibly lacking in mature philosophy and belief and 
therefore of sustained policy in our national plans. We 
forget that the role which destiny seems to have handed 
us can break us as well as make us. The only safe place 
for America is on our knees, saying, “God, be merciful 
to us sinners.” 

Second, let America return to its houses of worship. 
It is years since some of our pagan citizens have lis 
tened either to the claims of the Gospel, or its moral 
challenge to their lives. Church-going, for the con 
verted, is the opportunity for the greatest exercise of 
which man is capable, the wo orship of Almighty God. 
Church-going, for the unconverted (whether outside 
or inside the church), is putting oneself where he can 
hear needed but convicting truth. It is daring to go 
where you hear from w ithout what your conscience has 
already been telling you from within. It is risking a 
spiritual experience and a conversion. I know the he 
man faults of the Church; but I know also the divine 
power that still courses through her to human souls. 

Third, let America think and act responsibly and 
unselfishly. It is hard in these days to wean any act, 
national or personal, from elements of calculation and 
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prudence. We need the infusion into this nation of 
some more simple integrity and common goodness. The 
good are sometimes gullible and open to being used by 
the cleverly evil; but the genuinely good have a wisdom 
of their own, a shrewdness which is directed, not at 
self-interest, but at the good of everybody. 

We need the courage that speaks out about evil. We 
need the concern that takes the part of the oppressed. 
We need the kind of faith that believes that goodness 
is not the contesting intruder in the universe, but the 
manifestation of the will of God the Creator. 

Fourth, let America seek with all its heart the faith 
of our fathers from which have come our chief bless- 
ings. Free nations must admit the right of any to dis- 
believe, to accept thanklessly the blessings which 
believing men have bequeathed to us which come ulti- 








mately from God. This liberty is the only way to have 
an uncoerced truth, a faith that is truly free. But no 
nation can thrive on neutrality. A wise and wary 
people will realize that its best leaven are the caring, 
creative folk who believe in God and therefore try to 
meet human needs as they arise. 

A nation which will not recognize the dependence 
of freedom upon faith is on its way to ruin. As Dr. 
Jacques Maritain said, “. . . the world has done with 
neutrality. Willingly or unwillingly, states will be 
obliged to make a choice for or against the Gospel. 
They will be shaped either by the totalitarian spirit or 
by the Christian spirit.” Let America heed words like 
that. Let America ponder the truth of the Psalmist’s 
words, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” 


END 








1 es contemporary upsurge of religious interest has 
engulfed also the campuses of North American 
colleges and universities. The favorable response to 
Billy Graham’s Christian messages by Yale University 
students has been narrated in a previous issue of Chris- 
tianity Today. Evangelical campus missions sponsored 
by Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and other wit- 
nessing groups are enjoying similar results. 

Not to be discounted in less sensational but steadily 
increasing student participation in denomination-cen- 
tered worship programs—those of the Canterbury Club 
for Episcopalians, the Westminster Foundation for 
Presbyterians, the Lutheran Student Association and 
Gamma Delta for National Lutheran Council and Mis- 
souri Synod students respectively, and others. Accord- 
ing to Time (November 21, 1955) the Rev. Frederic 
Kellogg of Cambridge, Mass., counted only about 35 
Harvard students at the Sunday Episcopal services in 
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1936. Twenty years later 500 attended the Sunday 
worship. At Memorial Lutheran Chapel in Ames, 
Iowa, the Rev. Wilbert J. Fields sees more Iowa State 
College students at average Sunday services than he 
has names on his list. 

The quickening spiritual pulse is sensed by many 
observers of the campus scene. “I’ve been in the dean’s 
office for more than 20 years,” says Nicholas McKnight, 
dean of students at Columbia College, “and never have 
I seen such a wide interest in religion among the stu- 
dents” (Time, November 21, 1955). 

University authorities themselves have taken steps 
in recent years to give religion a favorable hearing. If 
not by administrative implementation, they at least 
give their blessing to such campus-wide observances 
as Religious Emphasis Week or Church Night during 
New Student Week. At increasing numbers of state- 
supported colleges ways and means are found to offer 
religion credit courses, either by bootlegging them into 
the curriculum via philosophy departments or by ap- 
proving the open establishment of chairs of religion. 
To assist students and campus pastors in their spiritual 
enterprises, some college administrations have created 
the office of coordinator of religious activities. Short of 
being an ordained chaplain, the coordinator lends coun- 
sel and aid in giving respectable status to campus re- 
ligions. The enlightened policy is to recognize all re- 
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ligions on a frank, pluralistic basis. This gives evan- 
gelical groups an equal chance to make their unham- 
pered Christian witness. 

Greater support to campus ministries comes, and 
properly so, from the national church bodies them- 
selves. Instead of considering the campus program an 
adjunct of the nearest parish, denominational head- 
quarters today think more in terms of maintaining full- 
time pastorates for college folk. Well they might, for 
just around the corner lurks the largest student popu- 
lation America has yet seen. The first ripples of the 
tidal wave of tomorrow’s students are already lapping 
the coastline. The present college enrollment of three 
million is but a shadow of things to come. 

Optimum use of these unprecedented opportunities 
is contingent on a realistic appraisal of factors con- 
tributing to the crisis of the modern university. The 
survey will show liabilities along with the assets, oppo- 
sition as well as opportunity. By honestly facing the 
facts and reckoning with them, we take the first step 
in channeling nondescript religious interest into mean- 
ingful commitment to the Christian religion. 


ENCOUNTER WITH SCIENTIFIC HUMANISM 


Alongside the search for personal security in religion, 
there continues the trend to build creeds on secular 
philosophies. In the early 1950's the Newman Founda- 
tion (Roman Catholic) at a mid-American university 
issued a manual in which it was stated, “Many people 
think of the university as a place where atheists and 
communists swarm like flies, waiting to pounce upon 
innocent and unsuspecting students. This is a gross 
exaggeration. One wishes one might say it was abso- 
lutely false, but that is not true either.” 

The writer goes on to point out that positivism is a 
militant philosophy rejecting all absolute truths, such 
as the existence (or relevance) of God and the primary 
principles of morality rooted in revealed theology. He 
says that positivists are found in the departments of 
philosophy, education and social sciences, shaking the 
accepted beliefs of Catholic students oftener by in- 
nuendo and contemptuous comments than by direct 
assault. That is how a Catholic writer sees the picture. 

There are instances of the acclaimed academic mind, 
pledged to the open pursuit of truth, becoming a mind 
in captivity to a hard and fast creed, with as many pos- 
tulates in it as in any creed of the church. It is a creed 
that demands total commitment, and in many cases a 
blind faith. There is no open-mindedness about a “liber- 
alism” that arbitrarily and categorically rules our Chris- 
tian thought. It is a one-way street, and at its terminal 
a dead-end alley. What we are concerned about is not 
science itself, but the philosophic constructions put on 
science and the attitude of secularists and scientific 
humanists who want to close the doors to the legitimacy 


of Christian revelation. Roy LeMoine, Director of 
Religious Life at lowa State College, has well stated, 
“The University knows no revealed truth.” It should 
be pointed out that this, perhaps necessary, principle 
is in itself a statement of faith. 


BIBLICAL, SPIRITUAL ILLITERACY 


There is a set of retarding circumstances not originating 
on the campus but dating back to the student's home 
and home church in the community from which he 
comes. Dr. Homer Rainey, formerly president of the 
University of Texas and of Stephens College, in a 
recent address pointed to the appalling condition of 
religious illiteracy. He stated that in former years a 
speaker could enrich his remarks with quotations and 
epigrammatic expressions from the Bible. But now- 
adays, according to Dr. Rainey, such references fall as 
duds and the speaker flat on his face because the 
modern generation doesn’t know the Bible. A curious 
anomaly is here recognized: A widespread interest in 
religion but a scant knowledge of the Bible. 

It is not possible to sidestep all of Wesley Schrader’s 
critiques in the recent Life article “Our Troubled Sun- 
day Schools.” Writes Mr. Schrader: “A young pro- 
fessor of religion at a girls’ college told me that he was 
disturbed by the inferior preparation young people are 
getting in our churches. ‘Students from all over the 
country enroll in our college,’ he said, ‘and they come 
to us with virtually no knowledge of the Christian 
faith. Religiously they are in kindergarten. The sad 
thing is that, in most cases, these girls have been going 
to Sunday School since they were in the nursery de- 
partment.” 

This delinquency is not the fault of the university, 
but of the home and home church with its teaching 
agencies. The latter having faltered in their sacred 
task of teaching young people the Word of God, many 
freshmen come to college entirely innocent of Christian 
knowledge. Indeed, they are then easy prey to loose 
morals, indiscriminate acceptance of Christless philoso- 
phies, and low-level materialistic views toward their 
vocation. 

There is considerable evidence that suggest that a 
college education does not alter people’s religious habits 
fundamentally. The pre-college pattern is pretty well 
preserved throughout life. In They Went To College, 
Ernest Havemann and Patricia Salter West point out 
that 46 per cent of the men reared as Protestants attend 
church regularly, while for women college graduates 
of the same category 59 percent attend regularly. The 
authors conclude, “There seems to be little evidence 
that college training undercuts religious beliefs” Cp. 
107). In brief: Religious illiteracy and all its fruits is 
not the product of the university as much as it is a 
carry-over from the student's previous experiences. 
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An experienced campus pastor, when addressing him- 
self to students, does well to locate the major problems 
of personal morality and spirituality not in the environ- 
ment but in the person himself. I have known many 
Christian students during my ten years at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota who were not at all disturbed by the 
small but noisy group of budding atheists, agnostics, or 
what have you. If they wanted to participate in church 
activities, or could be so induced, they did so without 
casting lateral looks to see what others were doing. 
Ultimately, it is up to the individual. What if last 
Wednesday a professor got in an anti-Christian punch- 
line; was that a reason why students A, B, and C 
should sleep in on the following Sunday morning? 
The professor, who is very witty and probably com- 
ments similarly on big business, labor unions, or the 
Republican Party, should not be blamed for the sleep- 
ing propensities of students on Sunday morning. 

These Christian students demonstrated that they 
could be active in church work under their own steam 
and quite without the parental push. Far from being 
a place where faith was lost, the campus was for them 
a community where Christian faith was tested and 
strengthened, their knowledge increased, the range of 
their Christian concerns widened, their spiritual in- 
sights deepened, while still others found Christ as their 
personal Saviour. 


THE ROAD AHEAD 


What procedure is indicated, if we would capitalize 
on present-day campus opportunities? Greater utiliza- 
tion of our most potent means—the Sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God. Militarily speaking, the 
best defense is offense, positive procedure, growth in 
Christian faith, and its daily exercise in Christian 
service. Faith is not something one can put in his vest 
pocket and keep it there for the duration of college 
life. That would at best be a dormant faith and one 
well on its way toward becoming a dead faith. It is 
better to exercise one’s faith and keep it stimulated 
through the means of grace. 

So it is with Christian knowledge. To peg it at the 
point where it was at confirmation or graduation from 
Sunday School is to invite spiritual stagnation. It is 
through personal and corporate Bible study that a 
student’s knowledge of the Word is articulated and 
made relevant to life’s problems. 

Students will profit more than they know from 
taking religion credit courses offered under the spon- 
sorship of their denomination. During the 1955-56 
term 1,866 University of Texas students availed them- 
selves of credit courses given under the auspices of the 
Texas Bible Chair. If 1,800 out of a total enrollment 
of 16,000 is thought not to be a favorable ratio, it 
should be remembered that it is a considerable improve- 
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ment over the 1908 figure. In that year only one 
U. of T. student took a religion credit course. Similar 
appreciation is shown on other campuses. Only 20 
Princeton students took the first religion course begun 
in 1939. During the 1955-56 school year 700 Prince- 
tonians were enrolled in various religion classes. 

There are study projects the student may undertake 
on his own, such as the reading of books written in the 
Christian perspective. If David Hume’s essay on mir- 
acles is required reading in a humanities course, the 
Christian student owes it to himself to balance the 
fare with a reading of C. S. Lewis’ book, Miracles. The 
last decade has seen the production of a virile Christian 
literature interacting with all the phases of thought and 
culture from an evangelical point of view. A sufficient 
beginning has been made in this direction so that stim- 
ulating reading, relevant to psychology, sociology, an- 
thropology, and other disciplines, awaits the inquirer. 

In my own church body, for example, Ph.D. scholars 
in philosophy, education, and psychology, one of them 
the Lutheran head of a Big Ten university psychology 
department, are working on a project to bring these 
studies into a Christian framework. Other churches 
are similarly engaged, particularly the Episcopalians 
with their Faculty Papers. 

Things are looking up for Christian students and 
staff members at state universities. The challenge of 
the campus has the potential of a great blessing to 
Christendom. END 





GAMBLING FOR 
THE SEAMLESS ROBE 


Shuffling dice to win His robe 
Has not ceased today; 

Men take His teaching and His law, 
But cast His Cross away. 


They want His garb without His grief, 
His light without His blood; 

They want His joy without His pain, 
But not the Spirit’s flood. 


The seamless robe of deity 
They rend with knives of guilt, 
Deny His claims but take His gifts, 
Betray the Church He built. 


They gamble still just what to do 
With things they won't believe; 

Deny the Word, destroy the faith 
And simple hearts deceive. 


Ecmer H. Nicnoxas 
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Ts month sees the centenary of the death of an 
English general, Sir Henry Havelock, for whom, 
when the news reached New York and Boston, flags 
were flown half-mast on public buildings and on the 
shipping in the harbours. “A purely voluntary tribute,” 
commented the New York Times, “paid to his memory 
by a people to whom he was a stranger, who were in 
no way interested in his career and to whom even his 
name was unknown six months since. It was a tribute 
of respect which even the Duke of Wellington did not 
command.” 

Havelock’s life still has a message for the English- 
speaking peoples. He had swept to fame for his ex- 
ploits in stemming the tide of the Indian Mutiny, 
which was spreading havoc and massacre. At the mo- 
ment of triumph, when the world was celebrating the 
relief of Lucknow, he died there on November 24, 
1857, at the age of sixty-two. Were this all, General 
Havelock would have little relevance for today. But 
it was not simply as a soldier but as a Christian gen- 
eral, a Christian hero, that Britain and America took 
him to their hearts. For a whole generation Havelock 
was revered as the pattern on which young men should 
mould their lives. 


SAINT AND SOLDIER 


Havelock, converted by a brother officer on their voyage 
to India in 1823, had an outstanding purpose: “It was 
the great object of my ambition to be surpassed by none 
in zeal and determination in the path of my duty, be- 
cause I was resolved to put down the vile calumny that 
a Christian could not be a meritorious soldier.” In the 
steamy heat of Burmese jungles, in the excitements 
and privations of the Afghan and Sikh wars, and in the 
devastatingly dull years of routine soldiering in a cli- 
mate which science and medical progress had not yet 
made bearable, he proved his point. Since Havelock, 


no one has seriously maintained that “it is impossible,” 
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as a commander-in-chief had once remarked when 
blocking Havelock’s — in earlier days, “to pro 
tess to serve God and the Queen, to be at once a ‘saint 
and a soldier.” 

Havelock failed to reach high command as early as 
he deserved because he lacked funds, and the purchase 
of rank was the contemporary method of promotion. 
During his long years of subordinate service, however, 
he contributed more than any other man of his age to 
the moral and spiritual welfare of servicemen. _ 


FOR TEMPERANCE, DIGNITY 


The prevalent attitude to enlisted men was that of 
Wellington: “the scum of the earth recruited for 
drink.” Havelock, “in the very teeth of ridicule and 
opposition” began a temperance movement. It was so 
successful in combating drunkenness that it spread 
throughout India; the fact that in the later nineteenth 
century the British soldier in India could get coffee 
rather than rum in the canteen was due to him. 

Officers did not treat soldiers as individuals, and 
considered that they had no responsibility for troops 
outside parade hours, except to punish crime. They 
cared nothing for their welfare, and chaplains were 
almost non-existent. Havelock began Bible readings 
and evangelistic services for his men. He built chapels 
and prayer rooms, and it is small wonder that his own 
company became known as “Havelock’s Saints,” for 
despite the dire prophecies of his opponents discipline 
did not suffer, his Colonel testifying that Havelock’s 
men were the “best behaved in the regiment.” Thus, 
because of his Christian faith, Havelock was one of 
the first officers to treat his men as individuals, not 
mere cogs in the military machine. 

His influence went even wider, for in 1833 he peti 
tioned the Commander-in-Chief for freedom of wor 
ship to Dissenters. Roman Catholics could be excused 
from the Church Parade, which was always Church 
of England, but not Dissenters. As a result of the peti- 
tion of this then unknown officer, freedom of worship 
was accorded to all in the British Army, at home and 
abroad. 

When Havelock became famous in the crisis of 1857 
hundreds of humble soldiers who had served with him 
must have told their neighbours of what sort he was. 
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In no other way can be explained the spontaneous 
acclamation of Havelock as above all else a Christian. 
Before he died he knew that his plain unvarnished 
witness, his long endurance in face of disappointment 
and calumny, had received the reward he most coveted 
-a national exaltation of Christ. 

Henry Havelock should be set beside his contem- 
poraries, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson, and 
beside Gordon of Khartoum, as a Christian soldier. He 
was not however, an eccentric like Gordon or austere 
and reserved like Jackson. 

After his death a spate of biographies appeared on 
both sides of the Atlantic, fashioning him in pure white 
marble, a man of forbidding moral perfection. If that 
had been so he would have little message for the 
present age, which has no patience with unreality. But 
Havelock was not an angel but a Christian, a sinner 
saved by grace—human, and therefore a sinner to the 
end. His hopes and fears, his tendency to melancholy, 
his money-worries, his loneliness when parted by the 
daughter of the 
great missionary Joshua Marshman, are all shown in 


exigencies of service from his wife, 


his private letters which were recently discovered. 
Through them shines 


also his faith: “I have Jesus 





Christ to trust to and his presence to comfort me. 

Yet in this mortal state we do feel keenly. Pray for 
» 

me. 

The inscription on Havelock’s grave, still to be seen 
at Lucknow, proclaims that his character was “the re- 
sult of the influence of the Holy Spirit on his heart, 
and a humble reliance on the merits of a crucified 
Saviour.” Growth in grace continued to the end, and it 
was the final flowering of his character in circumstances 
of extreme provocation which at last brought his eldest 
son, a few days before Havelock’s death when they 
were serving together, to give his heart to Christ after 
long years of stubborn resistance. 

Havelock’s life, in its excitement and interest, must 
appeal to young men on both sides of the Atlantic. His 
is a character that may be extolled as an example, and 
one which will attract. The vast majority of Christians 
serve God in ordinary avocations and Havelock’s ex 
ample will help them to do it. 

His secret was the friendship of Christ. And that 
remains his message. “It is a happy thing beyond de 
’ he once wrote, “to have a heavenly Father 
and a powerful Friend in whom to put our trust.” 


sc ription, 


END 
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Christian is under the constant tension of being 

a citizen of two worlds. Paul said our citizenship 
is in heaven; yet had practical things to say about 
earthly rulers and our relationships to them. He coun- 
seled the Christians of Corinth not to marry because 
the persecutions ahead would make family living dif_- 
cult, yet told another Greek church at Ephesus that 
wives should reverence their husbands, and husbands 
should love their wives. He practiced and preached 
in which one finds his satisfac- 
tion in the spiritual life, yet he illustrated that life in 
his letters by many references to the athletic events of 
his day, indic: iting a familiarity with them on his part 
and on the part of his readers. 


an “other worldliness” 


The whole Christian movement shows this same 


tension. W hen « our Lond taught about the kingdom 
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of God, his opponents tried to impale him upon the 
horns of the dilemma of paying or not paying taxes to 
Rome, whereupon he asked for a coin. He asked whose 
image was on it, and they answered, “Caesar’s.” Then 
he who was the express image of God said, “Render 
unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and unto God what is 
God's.” Keeping a proper relationship between the 
two has always been difficult for those who bear the 
family name of Heaven, yet whose Lord prayed, “I do 
not pray that thou hon take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldst keep them from the evil one . . . 
as thou didst send me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world.” (John 17:15, 18). Keep this 
last statement in mind, as we shall endeavor to see 
some of its significance later. 


THE IDEAL AND THE RELATIVE 


And so the tension has always been with us, caused 
by the ideal in a relative situation. For example, ideally 
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a Christian would be an absolute pacifist, yet Cornelius 
the Centurion was not required to give up his soldier's 
career to become a Christian. In any generation, war 
has been against the Christian conscience and yet the 
very paying of taxes to Caesar’s budget, or to Eisen- 
hower’s, involves the Christian in a substantial support 
of the machinery of war. 

In all of this, what is Christian separation? How 
can the Christian be in the world and not of it? The 
tension has found expression in various ways within 
the body of Christ. There have been those devoted 
souls who have gone to prison and death because they 
believed in “friendly persuasion” and would not fight, 
yet no objective observer would deny the sincere Chris- 
tian faith of a General Montgomery or a General Sir 
Wm. Dobbie, or a General Douglas MacArthur. And 
General Eisenhower as a Christian President prepares 
for any eventuality, but becomes one of the greatest 
influences in our generation toward removing the 
causes of war. 

Surely there is sincerity in the sacrifice of a St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi who, for Christ’s sake, remains unmarried. 
But it is equally certain that more of the Christian 
faith has been passed on through Godly homes than 
through Godly monasteries. 


ON WORLDLY PLEASURES 


But this tension of Christian separation finds most of 
us run-of-the-mill Christians at the point of our par- 
ticipation in what some have called “worldly pleasures.” 
Here again there have been extremes in the church of 
Christ. On the one hand there have been those who 
have emphasized their “separateness” from the world 
by extreme asceticism in dress and manner, and a 
refusal to participate in anything which by their defi- 
nition was “worldly.” On the other hand, men like 
Spurgeon, one of the greatest preachers of ail time, and 
G. Campbell Morgan, one of the greatest Bible exposi- 
tors of all time, each smoked “to the glory of God.” (Of 
course, the relation of smoking and lung cancer was 
unknown to them.) 

Furthermore, many times those who are most rigid in 
their rules regarding separation are quite un-Christ- 
like in their attitudes toward people. And the monk 
finds that worldliness pursues him even in the rigors of 
his severely simple cell and in the disciplines of his 
holy orders. 

What is Christian separation, then, in the realm of 
actual living—especially in matters of fellowship and 
fun? Is everything that gives pleasure wicked? Is it 
true, as one cynic remarked, that everything that is fun 
is either sinful, expensive, or fattening? Where can 
the lines be drawn? Let us lay aside our family or 
church mores for the moment. Let us set aside our 


personal prejudices, and examine the bases upon which 








the question can be decided objectively: What is 
Christian separation? What are the principles in 
volved? 


SPECIFIC COMMANDS 


know that there are some things which are 
always right for an individual Christian or for the 
church of Christ. It is always right to tell the truth, 
to love God, and to love one’s neighbor. These are 
specific commands of God, and it is always right to 
fulfill them. 

Second, there are some things that are always wrong 
for a Christian. It is always wrong to take the name of 
our Lord in vain, to bear false witness, to sow dissension 
or a party spirit. There are specific commands of God 
against such things, and therefore it is always sinful 
to do them. 

However, in between what is commanded as always 
right and what is forbidden as always wrong there is a 

“no-man’s land” which is not governed by law, but 
guided by principle. This is a nonmoral realm where 
there is no clear command of God, and where the con- 
science of one sincere Christian may differ from that 
of another sincere Christian. Shall a Christian go to a 
show, or play cards, or dance? There is no clear com: 
mand of God saying “Thou shalt” or “Thou shalt not.’ 

It is in this realm that we must be led by the Holy 
Spirit, not according to specific rules, but according to 
general principles. 

In Romans 14:1-15:6 Paul sets forth those principles 
as: 

1) Do not judge another in this realm (14:1-12). 
Until one abides by this first principle, he has not the 
humility to discover God’s will at all. “Who are you to 
pass judgment on the servant of another?” (v. 4). It is 
not for us to say that another is either “worldly” or 

“narrow.” “It is before his own Master that he stands 
or falls” Cv. 4). 

2) Do not endanger another (14:13-21). A Chris- 
tian has liberty in this non-moral realm. But liberty is 
not license. Christian love limits Christian liberty. “If 
your brother is being injured by what you eat (or do) 
you are no longer walking in love” (v. 15). Good 
judgment is required here, of course, or the narrowest 
view of the most immature Christian would become the 
standard for the whole church. 

3) Whatever is against your own conscience is sin 
to you (14:22-23). “He who doubts is condemned, if 
he eats, because he does not act from faith; for what- 
ever does not proceed from faith is sin” (v. 23). The 
Holy Spirit as the direction points, and the conscience 
as the needle, make the only compass we have in this 
realm. One must be careful that the needle is not 
deflected by his own willfulness, or by the conditioning 
of an unenlightened background. 


First, we 
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4) Do everything to the glory of God (15:1-6), 
... that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 6). The 
Christian is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Within that 
temple should be a perpetual paean of praise to God. 


USE OF PROOF-TEXTS 


This brings us closer to the answer to the question: 
What is Christian separation? 

At this point, caution is needed in the familiar prac- 
tice of quoting “proof-texts” one way or another. A 
limb of Scripture cut off from the tree of its context 
can become a handy club to use on those who differ 
with us, but in the process loses its life and its ability 
to provide fruit and shade for a weary pilgrim. And 
it does violence to the tree of God’s revelation as a 
whole. For example, the writer has heard the text, 
“Come ye out and be ye separate. Touch not the un- 
clean thing” (II Cor. 6:17) used as an admonition 
against “things of the world,” or against remaining in 
a given denomination, or against being a part of the 
ecumenical church. Actually, the context CII Cor. 6: 
14-18) reveals that Paul is referring to the Christian’s 
relation to the immoral pagan worship of Corinth. It 
is interesting to note here that in spite of all that was 
wrong with the Corinthian church, Paul nowhere 
urges the Christians of Corinth to be “come-outers.” 

Another proof-text one hears in connection with 
Christian separation is “Love not the world, or the 
things that are in the world” (I John 2:15). Surely 
it is an important admonition, but the context (Cvs. 
16-17) reveals John is talking about attitudes within 
us rather than atmosphere around us. Because the 
Bible says that the love of money is the root of evil 
does not indicate that we are to have nothing to do 
with money. 


LIFE SITUATIONS 
Thus Biblical truth is best unfolded not in proof- 


texts, but in life situations. In the New Testament 
we see two illustrations of separation. First, there 
was the separation of John the Baptist, which one may 
designate as physical separation. He lived apart from 
people, ate different food, and wore different clothes. 
His only contact with people was to condemn them. 
Second, there was the separation of Jesus Christ, who, 
we must admit, was at least as holy as John the Baptist. 
Yet Christ’s first miracle was turning water into actual 
wine (better than the host had served) at a wedding 
feast which lasted several days and which had its share 
of fun and frolic. Later, He attended a banquet given 
by Matthew in his honor with some unsavory charac- 
ters as fellow guests whose language and humor were 
probably not too sanctified. He did not physically sep- 
arate himself from them, but his separation was spir- 
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itual. He could participate in the activities and the fun, 
but was not thereby lowered in his spiritual life. 

He was what he was, wherever he was. His spiritual 
life was positive, and contagious, rather than negative 
and defensive. 

Surely Christians are to be followers of Christ, rather 
than the Baptist. We are to be thermostats, rather than 
thermometers. We are not to be lowered by the tem- 
perature around us, nor kept in a hothouse where the 
temperature is just right. But we are given the Holy 
Spirit, so that when we are in contact with the world 
we draw upon God’s power to raise the temperature of 
our environment. If we do not have adequate resources 
for this, then we must resort to physical separation; 
but this is an evidence of spiritual impotence, rather 
than spiritual sanctification. 


DANGER OF LEGALISM 


Remember, we are speaking of the nonmoral realm— 
the area in which God has given no clear command. 
Certainly we should not go beyond God in our zeal in 
these matters, and begin laying down rules for others. 
Yet it is a strange fact in the Christian church that 
often evangelicalism in doctrine has been associated 
with legalism in practice. As soon as an individual 
Christian or a church moves into the realm of legalism, 
there is no limit nor consistency possible. The following 
examples are taken from the experiences of the writer: 
Shall it be consistent with spirituality to wear a red tie? 
or lipstick, or jewelry? or to listen to popular music; or 
see a motion picture? or look at television, or use oblong 
pieces of pasteboard that have one pattern on them and 
are called rook cards, but not another pattern and 
are called bridge cards, although the principle of the 
two games is the same? Or for a group of young people 
to play “Birdie on the Perch” because it is called a 
game, but not the Virginia reel because it is called a 
“dance,” although both are done with music, and the 
former has far more physical contact than the latter? 
Or to go on a hayride, but not a hoe-down, because the 
first is a ride and the second is a “dance,” although any 
chaperone will be quick to declare that the ride is far 
more apt to lead to undesirable consequences than the 
wholesome activity of folk games. 


QUESTIONS OF CONSCIENCE 


Or is it the location of a pastime that makes it sanc- 
tified or unsanctified? (Remember, we are still in the 
realm of questions of conscience—not of morals.) Is the 
square dance (or folk game) wrong because it is under 
secular auspices, and held outside of the social hall of 
a church building? Or does that make it right? 

Or is the activity wrong because it is worldly? Then 
who shall decide what is or is not worldly? Is it worldly 
to go to a show, but not to go to a basketball or football 
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game? Yet there is often drinking, smoking, and betting 
going on at such athletic contests. Are those things 
worldly? Is it worldly to eat Sunday dinner during the 
summer on one’s own patio? Then does it become 
worldly when one doesn’t have a patio, so eats in a 
park—because that becomes a picnic? 

It should be obvious by now that to become legalistic 
in questions of conscience is to become as hopelessly 
enmeshed in the net of private judgment as the Phari- 
sees of Christ’s day—who interpreted the law of the 
Sabbath by their own regulations and thus destroyed its 
spirit. Because of their preconceived prejudices, they 
missed the meaning of the ministry of the Messiah. 
Read carefully John’s Gospel, chapter seven.) 

Instead of legalism, God gives his Holy Spirit (John 
7:37-39) that we should make all of life an expression 
of his life. And the fruit of the Spirit is love—against 











such there is no law (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

In other words, the Christian life is the expression of 
the law of love and humility. It was Pharisaical legal- 
ism that put Christ upon the cross and it crucifies him 
afresh today. 

On the other hand, love limits Christian liberty (1 
Cor. 8). My liberty as a Christian is not a license to 
hurt the Body of Christ. Although all things in this 
nonmoral realm are lawful unto me, not all things are 
expedient. Christian maturity seeks to build up, rather 
than destroy the church. But both legalism and license 
destroy rather than build. 

Thus, Christian separation is to be like Christ, who 
was what he was, wherever he was, and who epito- 
mized attractiveness, understanding, kindness and good 
fellowship, consistent with a beauty of holiness which 
made God real in every situation. END 








Or August 28, 1957, an ostensibly complete report 
on Colombia was given out by the Most Rev- 
erend Philip M. Hannan, Auxiliary Bishop of Wash- 
ington, after a visit to Colombia. We understand he 
spent eight days in Bogota and visited the hierarchy 
there. He reported that Protestant missionaries in 
Colombia have been victims of political strife rather 
than religious persecution. He added that some mis- 
sionaries were unfortunately linked with political 
parties and had suffered in consequence. But the fact 
is that no missionary has suffered because of political 
activity. 

We challenge the American hierarchy that issued 
this statement to give one lone incident of an 
American missionary involved in Colombian politics 
and suffering on that account. Colombian Christians, 
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of course have been in politics and are encouraged to 
take an interest in affairs of their nation. But our mis- 
sionaries have as a primary rule to avoid all political 
activity in any country and that includes Colombia. 

Another denial of Roman Catholic persecution came 
after Methodist Bishop Uberti Barbieri of Argentina, 
Bolivia and Uruguay spoke before the World Council 
of Churches meeting in New Haven and requested 
the Central Committee to take action concerning per- 
secution of Protestants in Latin America. The reply 
was given August 17 by Father John E. Kelly of the 
Public Relations Bureau of National Catholic Welfare 
Conference in Washington. He noted that there have 
been limitations on Catholic activity in Norway, Den- 
mark and Sweden but ignored the fact that there has 
been no violence against Catholics there. There have 
been restrictions but in most cases even these have 
been removed in recent years. This action by Luther- 
ans of those areas, moreover, has not been condoned 
by Protestantism at large. 

In answering Bishop Barbieri’s charges of persecu- 
tion, Roman Catholic leaders seem to rely most on an 
ex-newspaperman who traveled rather widely through 
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Latin America more than ten years ago. This so-called 
Protestant, Mr. John W. White—who, curiously 
enough, sells most of his articles to the National Cath- 
olic Press—is unrecognized as a Protestant. 

The next trip was made by Father Kelly to a Cath- 
olic press meeting in Bogota. Father Kelly did travel 
across Colombia. For example, he visited La Cumbre, 
talked with the missionaries, saw the burnt walls of 
the house and heard the reports. He was told that 
sworn testimony was available to him in the mayor’s 
office (this data was gathered also by U. S. and Cana- 
dian consuls who personally investigated the attack). 
Yet Father Kelly returned to this country and said there 
had been no persecution. Against this type of malicious 
reporting, the facts speak for themselves. 


HOPE FOR IMPROVEMENT 


The official release sent out by the Catholic News 
Service (September, 1957) contains one or two bright 
spots. We are told that the Roman Catholic Church 
authorities in Colombia have finally declared that they 
“recognize the right of non-Catholic Christians” in 
that South American country “freely to practice their 
own religion.” We are also pleased that they are 
going to put into effect some opposition to persecution. 
We hope they carry out this promise. They also pledge 
that the “Catholic authorities in Colombia. . . shall 
never order, encourage or approve any act of violence 
against our non-Catholic brethren.” We can heartily 
say “Amen” to that, if it will be carried out. This 
statement was issued by the Secretariat for the Defense 
of the Faith, an agent of the Colombian Catholic 
bishops. The Secretariat conceded that “in various 
places, ways and occasions Protestants in Colombia 
have suffered violence inflicted by Colombian Catho- 
lics.” But it denied charges of “Catholic persecution 
of Protestants in Colombia.” 

This illustrates that Roman Catholicism admits no 
persecution unless the Church orders it. You can destroy 
49 churches, confiscate 34 more, murder 89 church 
leaders for exclusively religious reasons (entirely di- 
vorced from politics), frequently on orders of local 
clergy, and yet this is not persecution! The fact that 
a hundred thousand Colombians have been killed in 
the political disturbances since 1947 provides no justi- 
fication of the fact that evangelical churches have been 
burned and confiscated and believers murdered because 
they were preaching the Gospel or possessed a New 
Testament. Since most persecution of Protestants was 
on a local basis, does the Roman Catholic Church 
repudiate such action where its priests were involved, 
and is the Church willing to discipline those of its 
hierarchy guilty of this bloody and hateful action? If 
so, we could suggest as an eligible candidate Father 
Millan of La Cumbre, who according to sworn testi- 
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mony was directly involved in arson attempt on the 
missionaries there a year ago last summer. Moreover, 
we would ask the hierarchy for specific instances of 
Protestants who “directly attack and ridicule Catholic 
beliefs and devotions.” This is one of their frequent 
accusations, but we do not believe this exists, and have 
no record of it in the last ten years. They say that 
Protestant missionaries from small sects entering Colom. 
bia since 1948 have caused most of this trouble. This 
is false, for new Protestant missionaries have been 
refused entrance into Colombia for ten years. Further- 
more, all missions named have been there for many 
years. The charge of Protestant proselytizing, fre- 
quently made, should also be considered in view of the 
fact that a majority of Colombian Catholics are totally 
inactive as far as their church is concerned. It may 
well be that many of these are reached by the Gospel 
message preached by evangelical missionaries and pas- 
tors. The nature of religious freedom allows difference 
of opinion and change of religious affiliation in accord 


with personal beliefs. 
RIGHT OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Evangelical missionaries are not seeking the ill will 
of the Colombian government or Colombian people. 
They are only seeking freedom to preach the good 
news of salvation by simple faith in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. This right has been fully guaranteed 
in principle by the Colombian Constitution. 

In view of many published denials, we call attention 
to an editorial in the world-famous daily newspaper 
of Bogota, El Tiempo, on September 17, 1957: 


Freedom of religion is not a gracious concession of the mayor 
or a donation of the authorities, but a right made sacred by 
the national Constitution. It is the subject matter of an 
international commitment, since it forms part of the Charter 
of Human Rights, which has been signed by Colombia, even 
though it has not always been observed. The violations of 
freedom of religion are no more to be excused than the abuse 
of the other rights of mankind, such as freedom of speech, 
freedom of assembly, freedom to travel, or freedom of 
political views. But in communities where a specific religion 
is greatly in the majority there is a tendency to minimize 
the importance of guaranteeing the rights of minorities, 
which, the smaller they may be, the more they are exposed 
to suffering oppression. . . . 

There are those who have pretended to justify the perse- 
cution of Protestants by claiming that they have abused the 
right of religious liberty by making political proselytes. If 
this refers to foreign heretics, the provisions of common law 
should be applied to their case which prohibits them from 
mixing into the party strife of the Colombians. And if it 
refers to Colombians, this right of theirs should be respected, 
for they have not lost it by the failure to practice the religion 
of the rest. Under no circumstances is the spectacle to be 
condoned—which has been repeated many a time in this 
country until quite recently——of the stoning of Protestant 
churches by mobs organized and egged on by fanatics, irre- 
sponsible persons or demagogues who stir up primitive pas- 
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sions for their own selfish purposes. Persecution of religious 
minorities, carried out with the complicity or under the 
direction of the very authorities, in the past (but not in the 
remote past) has been our national shame in the eyes of the 
world, notwithstanding the pretexts with which there have 
been attempts to justify it. 


We applaud the statement by El Tiempo, one of the 
papers long silenced by fanatics, and now under the 
new government free to speak again. In itself the edi- 
torial supplies quite an answer to those who deny that 
there has been such trouble. 

In conclusion, we rejoice that the advent of the 
new government implies a sincere effort to restore the 
freedom and the culture for which Colombia was dis- 
tinguished ten years ago, before the political violence 
was initiated by fanatical elements in Colombia in 
1947. The present government has released a num- 
ber of evangelical Christians, some of whom have 
been in prison for over two years with no charges 
preferred against them. The government has suggested 
that steps may be taken to open churches that were 
illegally closed in violation of the Constitution. Just 
recently the Minister of Government has sent out 
personal letters to the governors of the provinces of 
Bolivar, Santander, Antioquia, Cauca, Huila, Boyaca, 
Cundinamarca authorizing them to open the churches 


that have been illegally closed by the past government. 
These churches total 34. One large church in the 
so-called mission territories, that of Barrancabermeja, a 
church seating some 1,600, was ordered open August 
16 by government order. This still leaves over 40 
churches closed in mission territories under an agree 
ment signed with the Vatican during the last regime. 
This same agreement not only closed down all the 
Protestant churches in approximately 60% of Colom 
bian territory but all Protestant schools, numbering 
approximately 200. It is hoped that the new govern 
ment will also observe the Constitutional rights of its 
people if they desire to have their own places of wor- 
ship and their own schools in these areas as well. Dur 
ing these last ten years the Colombian government has 
refused absolutely to allow American missionaries as 
such to enter the country. The new government has 
just issued permits for nine teachers and pastors to 
enter Colombia to assist in the schools and pastoral 
work there. We congratulate the new government of 
Colombia on these steps to guarantee personal and 
national freedom and to restore Colombia to the inter- 
national respect it deserves. We trust it will not be 
hindered by religious pressures and intrigue that would 
only curtail its return to international respect among 
freedom-loving peoples. END 
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- my multi-engine airplane there are two of every- 
thing. Two engines require much duplication of 
controls and gauges, but why two compasses? It’s be- 
cause you'll catch one of them lying to you sometimes. 
Because of other attractions and distractions, a generally 
dependable magnetic compass will sometimes look you 
squarely in the eye and lie about which way is north. 
When that happens—when your compass gets out of 
kilter—you have to ground your airplane, reswing the 
compass, readjust it, until it tells the truth again. 

A man’s conscience is subject to similar deflection. 
Or a nation’s conscience. And as surely as a bad com- 
pass, pointing the wrong way, can lead you into trouble, 
so can a cockeyed conscience. 

Beside your bed is an alarm clock. A dependable, 
trusted instrument capable of awakening you at six 
o'clock in the morning—unless you forget to wind it. 
There is another way you can cancel out its effective- 
ness—ignore it. If morning after morning you are awak- 
ened by the alarm but refuse to heed it, eventually it 
will cease to alert you. It may not even awaken you. 
Ignore it long enough and you'll cease to hear it. In 
this case the clock is still there and still accurate and 
still ringing, but you don’t let it bother you anymore. 

A man can deafen himself to his conscience the same 
way. A nation can do the same. 


THE METER IS BENT 


[ find the struggle with my own compass, my own 
alarm clock, my own conscience, is a constant one. 

Man comes into the world equipped with a brain and 
a conscience. Each must be educated to work properly 
or it is unreliable. 

Manhattan’s mad bomber seemed such a delightful 
fellow. He liked flowers, had a cheerful disposition, 
made a pleasing appearance. But somewhere back there 
the built-in gauge that tells a man the difference be- 
tween right and wrong got damaged. The needle was 
bent. 


Suddenly what was morally wrong seemed morally 


After World War II, in which he served as Director of News 
and Information for the Office of War Information in Mich- 
igan and Indiana, Paul Harvey's rise to radio fame was mete- 
oric. He is heard over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 12 noon, CST. 
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right and he went around planting time-bombs in pub- 
lic places. He still had a conscience, but it wasn’t work- 
ing right. So society disposes of Mr. George Metesky 
with one uncomplimentary adjective and locks him and 
his unreliable conscience in a place of confinement. 

Yet the needle in the conscience meter is bent, if to 
a lesser degree, in most of us. We have gradually “ad- 
justed our consciences” to where we are now against 
burlesque shows in a downtown theater. We say they 
are “wrong.” Yet we, through TV, feel no conscience 
anymore as we invite a burlesque show into the family 
parlor. 

Or we say it is all right for the dancing girls to 
wiggle in all manner of suggestive undulation, but all 
wrong when a guitar-playing boy does the same thing. 

See how unreliable your conscience can be? I am not 
being smug about this. I could not evaluate it so thor- 
oughly if I did not understand it so personally. I know 
how a conscience meter can get out of repair. 


FROM THE MOUNT 


And each man must regulate, adjust, oil, maintain and 
service his own conscience to keep it properly in tune 
with the laws Moses brought down from the mountain. 

In national and international affairs, our sometimes 
contradictory policies result from a “bent needle.” A 
“compass” that is trying to tell us that north is two dif- 
ferent places, and it’s not really. 

The Apostle Paul once wrote a letter to the Romans 
telling them how man was supposed to follow God; not 
try to make God over into his own image. Yet this is 
the tendency. And so, “professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools.” 

A man can’t make his own rules as he goes along, 
for then he goes in circles. We cannot make our own 
morals. We will either return to the Sermon on the 
Mount or we will destroy ourselves. 

The Republic which was born in Philadelphia will 
have to be born again. If the Republic is to live, it must 
be fit to live. 

This earthly while is a testing time, determining 
which of us deserves to populate some more perfect 
place. Americans have been especially favored. But 
there is another way to say that: We are being singu- 
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A LAYMAN and his Faith 
ASSETS OR LIABILITIES? 


THE AVERAGE CHRISTIAN is a layman 
(and I use the term to include all church 
members other than the clergy). The 
ratio to the clergy is approximately 300 
to 1, and while it is the latter which are 
usually quoted in the papers and who 
unquestionably exercise the greatest in- 
fluence in ecclesiastical circles, so far as 
the world is concerned the Church is 
what the average Christian is. 

We laymen therefore carry tremendous 
responsibility, for in the world at large 
the influence of the Church depends on 
the influence of its average member. It 
is the ordinary Christian who runs the 
home, does the shopping, teaches school, 
operates the businesses of our country 
and engages in the professions. 


‘ As one layman, writing to other lay- 
men, let us consider just what Christ 
expects of us as his representatives. It is 
1 sobering thought that people outside 
the Church judge Christ and Christian- 
ity, not by the Bible, not by church 
pronouncements, not even by the oc- 
casional fragmentary reports of sermons 
they may read in the paper. Rather, if 
they form any opinion at all, it usually 
is from the sudden impact or day-by-day 
influence of some man or woman who 
demonstrates in the contacts of daily liv- 
ing that there is a different quality of 
life and attitude in those in whom Christ 
is Lord and Saviour. 

While the Apostle Paul affirms that 
it has pleased God to save men through 
the “foolishness of preaching,” he tells 
the same Corinthian Christians that they 
are letters written in the heart, letters 
which are known and read of all men. 


* Our Lord admonished his disciples to 
let their light shine before men for the 
express purpose of glorifying Him, and 
this admonition holds good today to all 
who bear the name Christian. 

One of the difficulties in the Church 
today is the ever-recurring attempt to 
make non-Christians act like Christians. 
Because of this we have many people 
wearing the uniform and repeating a set 
of Christian shibboleths when they actu- 
ally belong to the camp of the enemy 
and speak a different language. 

I believe that if the average minister 
were asked what he feels is more impor- 
tant, more church members or more 
Christians who live as Christians, he 
would unquestionably say the latter. This 


is therefore written to that great com- 
pany of believers, men and women who 
believe in Christ as the Son of God, trust 
in him for salvation and who honestly 
want him to be the Lord of life. 


Just what is expected of us? How 
should we live? How can we do the 
things that our Lord expects of us? 

A Christian is a redeemed person, one 
who has been transformed by the saving 
power and grace of Jesus Christ. He is 
living in the world but maintains citizen- 
ship in heaven. The very fact of this 
new citizenship entails on its holder a 
grave responsibility here and now, for 
the Christian should be the best citizen 
of the country in which he lives. 

Christians are as salt in the society 
of which they are a part and as such 
should exhibit the properties of salt, 
among which are preservation and savor 
or sweetness. The social order outwardly 
may have a semblance of order and sta- 
bility through the exercise of law and 
force, but true stability comes from the 
character of those who make up that 
order. Christian character is the salt 
which produces those qualities of society 
that preserve it and make it worth pre- 
serving. This “salt” may find its expres- 
sion in what is spoken of as Christian 
influence, or it may assume the role of 
direct action. 

Not only must a Christian be salt but 
he is also light, not a light of human 
origin or attainment but the reflected 
light of the living Christ who should 
shine in and from our lives. Without 
light man cannot live. By the presence 
of light man can orient himself and see 
the way in which he should walk. Light 
reveals grime and dirt, it cleanses sad 
purifies, and it brings joy and hope to 
those who have been in darkness. Little 
wonder that our Lord told his disciples 
that one of their functions was that of 
light in the world. 


€ A Christian is also a witness. Chris- 
tianity has been spread by those who 
have heard and accepted the good news 
and then passed it on to others. We 
would not be Christians today but for 
the fact that some before us were faithful 
as witnesses. When our Lord went back 
to heaven he did not leave a great organi- 
zation, nor did he ordain that the Church 
should exercise political or other worldly 
methods. Rather he left a set of historical 





facts and a divine revelation of their sig- 
nificance and committed these to a small 
group of men who, under the inspiration 
of and by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
went about telling others what had hap- 
pened and why. 

Today we Christians have the same 
task. It is our duty to tell other people 
about Christ, who he is and what he did, 
and it is also our duty to share in helping 
others tell about him. 
and abroad would be an impossible task 


i 
but for men and women who pay the 


Missions both here 


bills while others go out to tell the story. 
€ Christians are also followers. One of 
the weaknesses of some has been an in- 
tellectual acceptance of Christ as Saviour 
and an accompanying delight in promised 
happiness in heaven, without an accom- 
panying realization that Christ must be 
made the Lord of our daily lives. This 
means following him, and the course 
may not be always pleasant, nor the im- 
mediate objective something attractive. 
Being a follower of Christ is a matter 
of reflecting his glory, and we show this 
only as his presence shines from within 
our lives. This involves surrender to 
him, whereby the Holy Spirit takes pos- 
session and we become the channels 
through which he would reach men. 
The outstanding characteristic of one 
who would live as a Christian is summed 
up in one word—love. We are not speak- 
ing of a pallid negativism which inter- 
prets Christ in terms of taboos, nor are 
we speaking of a “satanic sweetness” 
which may be a mask for a perverted and 
self-centered egotism. The love which 
should characterize the Christian is de- 
scribed in detail in the thirteenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians. Later in this 
same book Paul enjoins that everything 
we do shall be based on and proceed 
from love. This is a quality of character 
no man has from within himself, but 
rather a fruit of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. It is a quality by which our lives 
commend the Gospel we profess and 
which must be received and cultivated. 


If Christians are to so live in the 
world there is an inescapable source of 
strength which must be tapped daily. 
The daily study of the Bible is as essen- 
tial to spiritual life as food is to the body. 
Prayer, a talking with and listening to 


God, is as necessary for the Christian as 
breathing is to human existence. Witness- 
ing and living for Christ are as impor- 
tant for believers as is exercise for bodily 
strength. Make full use of them and we 
become the salt and light the world des- 


perately needs. 


L. Netson BEtxi 
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As the YMCA moves into its second century, friends of 
this originally remarkable movement are hopeful that 
it will re-examine its mission and message for the safe- 
guarding of a high and historic calling. They have been 
fearful over the past generation that the Young Men’s 
Christian Association has deleted from its program 
Christianity as a Gospel of salvation for lost sinners; 
and that in place of genuine spirituality, it has devel- 
oped interests apart from, and even competitive to, the 
purpose for which it began. 


It was in 1844, in the heart of London’s mercantile 
district, leaders from the Anglican 
Church’s evangelical wing, and from the Wesleyan and 
other free churches, launched the Y into operation. It 
was a time of social unrest. The evangelical conscience 
was now aggressively directed toward prison reform, ed- 
ucation, temperance, decency in literature and art, and 
other vexing social problems. Yet, underlying all the 
energy put forward had been the presupposition of a 
personal faith in the redeeming work of Christ and an 
enthusiasm for soul-winning. John Wesley had empha- 
sized his belief that “The gospel of Christ knows no 
religion but social, no holiness but social holi iness 5 yet 
he had also left no doubt in mind that he was “saving 
sinning men, with no aim to transform them into cru- 
saders against social sin.” It was the evangelical forces 
to which England came to owe its greatest debt in 
the struggle for social justice; the social vision remained 
the by-product of a desire to fulfill the objective of 
the Great Commission — personal soul-winning and 
evangelism. 


that twelve men, 


Nine of the twelve founders of the mid-nineteenth 
century London Association had been members of free 
churches, the remainder being from the Church of 
England. Their object was to improve “the spiritual 
condition of young men employed in the drapery and 
other trades, by the introduction of religious services 
among them.” It was a common fact then that many 
of London’s retail clerks had become degraded and dis- 
solute. And for its first year of activity, the London 
Association sponsored prayer meetings, Bible study, 
soul-winning, and weekly offerings for foreign missions. 
Yet Dr. L. L. Doggett, in A History of the Y.M.C.A., 


credits the London Association as having been “one of 
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WILL THE “Y” RECOVER ITS GOSPEL? 


the chief factors in shortening the hours of labor for 
commercial young men.” Incited by spiritual vision, the 
YMCA became a promoter of social welfare through 
the spread of Christianity. 


A chain of Associations, devoted to the Gospel of 
Christ, soon spread across the United States. The first 
was established in Boston in 1851. Montreal had 
formed the firsts YMCA in North America two months 
earlier. Its founders were Protestants, mostly of fervent 
evangelical conviction, and the associations developed 
into centers of Christian activity. “In those days,” said 
the late “Ma” Sunday, widow of Evangelist Billy Sun- 
day, “the Y was known for its Bible more than for 
billiards.” 

Galen M. Fisher, for many years executive of the 
Institute of Social and Religious Research and author 
of Public Affairs and the Y.M.C.A. 1844-1944, claims 
that “during the first fifty years of the history of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, there was virtually 
no attention paid to what is properly called public af- 
fairs. During the second fifty years there developed, 
albeit slowly and unevenly, a determination by progres- 
sive leaders to arouse and equip Association members to 
participate in solving some of the great public questions 
of the day” (p. 183). He observes that the second cen- 
tury discloses the “growingly rooted conviction held by 
both lay and secretarial leaders that public affairs must 
be a central concern of the Associations” (p. 185). 

The observation would appear cryptic. Fisher is un- 
wittingly stating the cold fact that as an evangelical 
agency, the YMCA has in recent generations displaced 
its Christian evangel by the secular and merely social. 

Fortunately, some Y Associations have still preserved 
their spiritual heritage and at the present time carry on 
supplementary programs of recreation, education and 
social effort in the interests of vigorous Christian wit- 
ness. Perhaps the best example of this is the Association 
at Kannapolis, North Carolina, the largest in America, 
with 12,000 members. This is an exceptional example, 
however. In many places the spiritual tenor is at a very 
low ebb, and in others virtually non-existent. Some 
Associations have gone so far as to distort their orig- 
inal theological emphasis. For instance, the Cal-Tech 
branch of the Pasadena YMCA has for years been drift- 
ing in Unitarianism. Other Associations have become 


rallying places for “religious brotherhood” efforts, bring- 
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ing together Protestant, Catholic and Jewish interests 
in such a way as to deprive Protestantism of its former 
missionary vitality. 

The issue, of course, is not whether the YMCA 
ought to bristle with social concern. Rather, the prob- 
lem to be faced is the manner in which that concern 
is to be defined and carried out. Many Association lead- 
ers today declare that faith in God and his Kingdom is 
the foundation of their confidence, and that business, 
labor, politics, race relations and international affairs 
can be dominated by the Spirit of Christ. But they are 
still suffering from the liberal Protestant illusion that 
the Kingdom of God can be introduced by the social 
melioration of unregenerate humanity. Y leaders have 
frequently protested against “the excessive individual- 
ism of the Protestant tradition.” This complaint has 
arisen, not simply from tendency of private religion to 
overlook the obstacles that unjust social institutions 
place in the path of consistent Christian living, but also 
out of a misplaced confidence that social evils can be 
conquered apart from supernatural individual regenera- 
tion. Proponents of the “social gospel,” even speakers 
applying evolutionary theories to moral and spiritual 
realities, have been featured in the past on the Y plat- 
forms. Moreover, some speakers have accorded Chris- 
tian sanction to forms of Marxism which, they imply, 
would be acceptable if “filtered through the minds of 
men steeped in democratic optimism and Christian 
idealism.” 

This anemic, if not unchristian, drift of Y interests, 
running alongside its program of recreational and pub- 
lic activities for “Christian citizenship,” represents the 
situation today in many of America’s most influential 
Associations. What it indicates is that the liberal social 
gospel movement still widely dominates the YMCA 
public affairs program. 


This development has not been due to a neglect of 
social issues by evangelicals in the Associations. The en- 
tire Y movement had been born out of a social concern. 
The great evangelist Dwight L. Moody had, in days 
when social concern was rooted in the Gospel of Christ, 
raised large sums of money in his campaigns for new 
Association buildings. Before the turn of the century, 
however, lectures and panels sponsored by some of 
these Associations were already reflecting a shift toward 
independent consideration of social problems. After the 
turn of the century, attention focused more and more 
upon social ideals as divine imperatives, and local Asso- 
ciations were called upon to educate their memberships 
in terms of these objectives. In 1919 the International 
Convention adopted a set of “Social Ideals” which 
called for “subordination of . . . the profit motive to 
the . . . cooperative spirit,” “ 


social planning and control 





of the credit and monetary systems and the economic 
processes for the common good,” “a wider and fairer 
distribution of wealth,” and other semi-socialist objec- 
tives. It is not to be denied, however, that many of the 
social correctives which the Associations supported 
pointed to definite, even urgent, areas of need. Some 
of its formative leaders in past decades have been of 
socialistic temper, however. Others have represented 
“world church” ecumenical attitudes and even tend to 
speak of the Y as a form of ecclesia. 

The vast membership of the Y today represents a 
strategic global constituency. Centennial statistics show 
that the YMCA now has more than 2,000,000 world 
members, over 8,500 Associations, with some 6,000 sec- 
retaries. The United States alone has 1,800 Associa- 
tions and 3,700 secretaries, which account for three- 


fourths of the world membership. 
ie 


It may appear ironic to say that the Young Men’s 
Christian Association today stands as a vast mission field 
with infinite, significant Christian potential. Its con- 
cern for human welfare has given it a unique role to 
play in American communities. And as it moves into 
the second century of its life, many of its supporters 
hope that it will reflect upon its Christian heritage and 
effectively find its social interests to the Gospel of per- 
sonal redemption. 

At the 1955 Centennial Conference in Paris, Alfred 
Hirs of Zurich, who has demonstrated a wide evangel- 
ical witness on the International Committee, reminded 
the opening session of a consecration which young dele- 
gates had made one hundred years previous: “Each one 
carried away in his heart a new vision of the Master’s 
cause, a stronger determination to serve the Lord more 
faithfully; each one left Paris with the conviction that 
the All Powerful would stretch out his hand upon this 
new undertaking.” 

At that Paris conference on August 22, 1855, dele- 
gates from Europe and America laid the evangelical 
basis for the future admission of all new Associations: 
“The Young Men’s Christian Associations seek to unite 
those young men who, regarding Jesus Christ as their 
God and Saviour according to the Holy Scriptures, de- 
sire to be his disciples in their faith and in their life, 
and to associate their efforts for the extension of his 
Kingdom among men.” 

This was the beginning of the YMCA venture, 


worthy indeed of survival for Christian service. 
ONCE A BIBLE LAND, 
SYRIA CAN TRIGGER WAR 


It is sometimes difficult to interpret God’s mysterious 
hand in history, and even more difficult for us to under- 
stand the relation of immediate events to his ultimate 
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plan. At the same time we should always confess that 
the sovereign God watches over men and nations and 
that all are subject to his judgment. 

One of the most startling events in the history of 
the Christian Church took place outside the walls of 
Damascus. The Apostle Paul went out from that ex- 
perience with a divine commission which made him 
a mighty power down to the present day. 

This same Damascus is now one of the danger cen- 
ters of the world. At the helm of the government of 
Syria are men who, wittingly or unwittingly, can trig- 
ger what could become World War III. 

The disciples were first called Christians in Syrian 
Antioch. From that church there went out missionaries 
who, in their generation, turned the world upside down. 

Strange that during these recent weeks this same 
city and area should now be occupied by Egyptian 
soldiers, as a gesture of defiance to the West and as a 
token of the would-be solidarity of the Arab world. 

Paul's missionary journeys were largely in the area 
now covered by Turkey. The witness of those early 
churches has largely disappeared. The cities in which 
were located the seven churches mentioned in the 
Revelation no longer have such churches; the total 
Protestant population of all of Turkey today is prob- 
ably less than 150. 

But today we find Turkey and Israel the dominant 
military powers in the Middle East. Both are able and 


willing to impose their own will on all of that area. 
Only America and Russia restrain these nations or 
make them hesitate to take action. 

What is the significance of all of these events? None 


But of this we can be sure: the God of 
history is overruling in the affairs of men and nations 
and his own holy will shall certainly prevail. One of 
the dramatic turns of history is that the Bible lands of 
antiquity so much dominate the headlines of the world. 
But the God of Bible history holds the destinies of 
nations in his hands. 

In the face of the kaleidoscopic changes in the world 
situation, the modern man is holding his breath, not 
only at scientific developments which stagger the imag- 
ination but also because men themselves seem unable 
to exercise moral control over the forces they have now 
generated. 

Precisely at this point the Christian and the Church 
has comfort and hope to offer. We know the Christ of 
history and the Christ of Calvary and they are the 
same. We also know that the future is in his hand. 
As he yearned over Jerusalem in the days of his flesh, 
so he yearns for the sinning world of our generation 
and offers peace and redemption to those who hear 
his call. 

The Church is the repository of this glorious Gospel. 
God forbid that we should neglect it for another. 
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of us can say. 


WARPING OF CONSCIENCE 


(Continued from page 18) our seven per cent of the 
earth’s people have been abundantly endowed with the 
material blessings which invite sloth. Americans, then, 
must preserve, protect and defend this garden spot or 
surely they will have failed to measure up to any higher 
responsibility. 

General Charles Lindbergh said, “We have measured 
success by our products rather than by ourselves. A 
medium which over-emphasizes short term survival de- 
tracts from the humanism essential to long term sur- 
vival. We must remember that it was not the outer 
grandeur of the Roman’s but the inner simplicity of the 
Christians that lived on through the ages.” 

Can the decline of American morality be reversed? 
Can our warped conscience be set straight? 

God would have spared Sodom if he could have 
found ten righteous men. That was all he asked. Ten 
good men and he'd have spared the city. 

Badness, resulting from an unreliable conscience, 
from misdirected emotions, wrote every black headline 
in today’s paper. Every one. On the other hand, prop- 
erly ordered emotions are the basis for love, friendship, 
kindness, mercy. 

We have been figuring religion is just for small chil- 
dren and old ladies. One hundred and three million 
churchgoers are more than ever before. Half again what 
attendance was ten years ago. Church attendance has 
increased far faster than our population has increased. 

Yet, at the same time, prison rolls have climbed at 
the fastest rate in history. How come? How come some 
ninety-four million get a Sunday morning shower bath 
and yet so many don’t come clean? 

The Republic, born in Philadelphia, can be born 
again... only ... one man at a time! 

Richard Lloyd Jones said: “We must begin again.” 
And the hour is late. So many stand to lose so much. 

Jesus said: “Ye must be born again,” and the time is 
short. 

Sigmund Romberg, for the lyric score of New Moon 
wrote, “Give me ten men, stout-hearted men, who will 
fight for the right they adore. Give me ten men, stout- 
hearted men, and I'll soon give you ten thousand more.” 

That's the way it works. Ten men raise their voices 
and Jericho falls. Ten righteous men and Sodom and 
Gormorrah may be spared. 

Ten . .. to inspire ten thousand to lead us . . . back 
to the Genesis of American Liberty . . . back to a re- 
liance on “Divine Providence” and “Sacred Honor.” 

We must return to the God of our fathers, for it is 
to him that we owe all blessings of the past and hope 
for the future. Then the law of the Lord will again be 
the respected law of this land. Then we'll be worth 


saving. END 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 








SERMON SATELLITE 


From Deepwell Heights to Cloverleaf 
Vista the pulpits of this part of Exurbia 
have all viewed sputnik on the horizon. 
Comments on the world’s little red fel- 
low traveler range from the political to 
the allegorical. The rector of All Souls’ 
was in splendid form, relating sputnik to 
Atoms for Peace, the prophets, the geo- 
physical year, Zionism, and integration. 
It made you shiver just to hear him 
launch the word spooot-neek. The visit- 
ing speaker at the Village Gospel Taber- 
nacle favored the pronunciation sput- 
nick, and discussed the prophetic impli- 
cations of the red moon. 

Old Dr. Van Dyke, the emeritus pas- 
tor at Second Church, preached for Dr. 
Jones who was down with the flu. Sur- 
prisingly, he mentioned sputnik, too. He 
always chooses a text, and was preaching 
on the Tower of Babel passage in Genesis 
11. CHe insisted that it was not just 
a tower but a city.) It was a moving ser- 
mon. He pictured the race for the con- 
quest of space as manifesting man’s pride 
and pretension. The motive that thrust 
sputnik soaring into orbit is the same 
that built the tower: “Let us make us a 
name .. .” As the patriarchal preacher 
described God’s sovereignty over human 
rebellion, he seemed to be looking down 
at our globe from a perspective more re- 
mote than a satellite could achieve. He 
was speaking as from eternity, proclaim- 
ing the Word of God. 

Most memorable was his contrast be- 
tween the pride of Babel and the worship 
of the chosen seed (Genesis 4:26): mak- 
ing a name for ourselves, or calling on 
the name of the Lord. 

It was a little surprising that Dr. Van 
Dyke began with the sputnik. His con- 
clusion was not novel, however. His ser- 
mon ended at the feet of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as all his sermons have done for 
half a century. EUTYCHUS 


WORDS OF GOD AND MEN 


It seems to me that the objective au- 
thority must ever be the self-revealing 
Spirit of God dealing with the individual 
soul. A good illustration . . . is a note in 
Bruce Metzger’s article on the Apocry- 
pha, where he says, “John Bunyan .. . 
received help . . . from the text . . . he 
could not at first locate. . . . When at 


length he found it in the Apocrypha 
(Ecclus. 2.10), he was honest enough to 
confess that ‘though it was not in those 
Texts that we call Holy and Canonical, 
yet for as much as this sentence was the 
sum and substance . . . of the Promises, it 
was my duty to take the comfort of it; 
and I bless God for that word, for it was 
of God to me.” . . . My experience is 
that Bunyan’s principle is the principle 
which is followed by all Christians. . . . 
Danville, Ill. DanieEt L. Eckert 


Publication of the Bible with the Apocry- 
pha . . . can result too much in the aver- 
age Bible reader’s mistaking the apocry- 
phal writings from the written Word of 
God, and to distraction from the sacred 
text. ... I take serious issue, in kindness, 
with Dr. Metzger’s use of Bunyan’s ex- 
perience of relief from despondency 
through the use of the Apocrypha. It 
seems to me that Dr. Metzger is uninten- 
tionally being irreverent of the potential- 
ities of the Holy Scriptures when he sug- 
gests that Bunyan might never have over- 
come his spiritual despondency if he had 
not been familiar with the Apocrypha. 
Certainly, Holy Writ itself . . . contains 
promises of an efficient enough nature to 
have relieved Bunyan. . . . 

Pine St. Baptist Church R. C. Wroren 


Scranton, Pa. 
MISSIONARY PRIORITY 


. . « Dr. Smith (“Christianity and the 
Pagan World,” Sept. 16 issue) mentions 
the motto which has virtually become 
synonymous with his name. . . . “Why 
should anyone hear the Gospel twice be- 
fore everyone has heard it once?” Now 
this motto is very effective in creating 
missionary interest, and no doubt . . . is 
asked out of genuine Christian concern. 
. .. Nevertheless I submit that this motto 
is a purely human invention . . . blatantly 
contrary to the Holy Scriptures. There is 
no support . . . either in precept or by 
example. Indeed . . . Paul could wish 
himself anathema, if possible, for the sal- 
vation of his kinsmen. . . . This, however, 
does not justify Dr. Smith’s motto. . . . 
On his first journey Paul visited the Asia 
Minor cities twice. . . . Shall we accuse 


Paul of not having a proper missionary 
spirit? Not only so, but Paul also visited 
these cities on his second journey and 





also on the third. Furthermore, Paul did 
not cover as much ground as possible, but 
rather spent considerable time in several 
places. . . . My purpose . . . is not to 
minimize Dr. Smith’s worthy emphasis 
on mission work, but rather to defend the 
Word of God which Dr. Smith himself 
loves. ... 


Ashland, Ohio C. Ratpn VERNO 
JUDGMENT AND REWARD 


You may go jump in the lake anytime, 
as far as I’m concerned. 
Toronto, Ontario A. M. Rocsrs 
The very title Curistranrry Topay in- 
dicates that you believe real Christianity 
is changing.... Evangelist Ep Netson 
Aurora, Colo. 


The thing that impresses me most about 
your journal is that it is criticized both 
by liberals and fundamentalists. Any 
magazine able to boast of such an ac- 
complishment must stand in a fairly 
sound position. I personally disagree with 
a good percentage of what I read there; 
but occasionally I find an article which 
is reward enough for the wading. . . . 
Christian Church Dan ALBRIGHT 
Alamosa, Colo. 


I especially like the scholarly presenta- 
tions relating Biblical Christianity to our 
cultural and everyday life... . 

Wheaton, Il. Grorcs M. Eutsr 


Please be congratulated for CurisTIAN- 
rry Topay; what it does for Christian 
apologetics and dialectic is sorely needed 
for evangelical missionary intelligence. .. . 
London, Eng. J. Sm-vester StorKEY 


Your magazine is top-notch, thoroughly 

sound, theologically incisive, intellectu- 

ally respectable and vital. . . . 
Ricuarp ALLEN Bopgy 

Third Presbyterian Church 

North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


I’m only a housewife, but your magazine 
gives me much joy... . as I read the 
sound, scriptural articles. . . . 


Asheville, N. C. Norma B. Nonrais 


I would judge . . . . that it is not de- 
signed as a popular magazine, but rather 


*23 










































































































































































































































































































































CHRISTIANITY TODAY 











November 11, 1957 









« "This is the Bible translation from the 
ee language Jesus spoke... unique.” 
1s —Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
» “Gives new and fresh meaning.” 


—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 


The Holy 
Bible 


from 
Ancient Eastern 
Manuscripts 

Translated from 
the Aramaic-Syriac 
of the Peshitta by 
George M. Lamsa, 
noted Scriptural 
author and scholar. 

Cloth-bound, $12.50 
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ADVERTISING MANAGER 
WANTED 


Unusual opportunity with leading Sun- 
day School Publishing House for Born- 
again ad-man. 

Position requires special copy-writing 
skill to provide advertising services for 
all Scripture Press publications and 
products. Will plan and schedule all 
advertising programs. 

Permanent position—promising future. 
Salary open. 

Splendid fringe benefit program. New 
air conditioned plant on 10-acre land- 
scaped tract, Chicago suburb. 

(Apply Personnel Department. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
1825 College Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 
Phone: WHeaton 8-6000 








Please mention CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
when you write to advertisers. 


New Way to Improve 
Your English 


OOR English can handicap you more 

than you may realize. at may 
seem like a little error to you is a 
sign of lack of education to others. A 
command of effective English makes 
you more forceful, confident . . . opens 
up greater opportunities to — 

Don’t allow yourself to embar 
rassed by mistakes in grammar, spell- 
ing, Se -——Tr wee ot we A. 
ust 15 minutes a day—Sherwin ye 
100 Self-Correcting Invention can Sherwin owe 
rently improve your English. 32- 
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for those of a specifically theological 
type of mind. For such I believe you 
are rendering splendid service. . . . 
United Church Erwin B. Tart 
Cottage City, N. Y. 


I’m a retired minister, but am not re- 


tired from good literature. So I’m en- 
closing a check. . . . 
Mocksville, N. C. E. M. Avetrr 


I enjoy Curistianrry Topay and com- 
mend you for fulfilling an important 
need in the Christian publications field. 
Salem, Ore. Marx O. HatTrFieLp 

Secretary of State 


I don’t know of another publication do- 
ing the same job, a job that needs to be 
done. . Tuomas A. Ecker 
Athis-Mons, Seine-et-Oise, France 


“JINE ‘EM!*’ 


In the June 24th issue I read with interest 
the reported accounts of both the Southern 
and American Baptist Convention ses- 
sions. Without any malice or ill-will, per- 
mit me to make public a comment which 
I believe the article will justify. It is difh- 
cult for some of us American Baptists— 
even those from the South such as I—to 
accept and reconcile the statement quoted 
from Southern Baptist president, C. C. 
Warren’s opening address that, “it is not 
the policy of Southern Baptists to go as in- 
vaders anywhere.” But as a matter of fact, 
they do—anywhere! Members of other 
denominations of my acquaintance have 
also voiced concern not because of fear or 
jealousy or competition but on the basis 
of Christian ethics and mutual respect. 

. If present trends persist, the onl¥ hope 
of the Baptists of the North is to give the 
victory to the South they lost almost 100 
years ago and “jine ’em!” 

Wizert D. Goucn 

Gilbert Memorial First Baptist Church 
Mount Clemens, Michigan 


GOD AND SEGREGATION 


Race Relations is by no means the most 
important problem agitating Christian 
consciousness today. The real problem is 
the inability of scholars to accept God's 
universal morality and a frightening 
ability to project with scintillating astute- 
ness their own rationalizations. It is the 
chronic failure to acquaint revelation 
with fact. I want to point out several 
half truths employed by Dr. Ellis (“Seg- 
regation and the Kingdom of God,” 
March 18 issue) so common in the type 
of presentation made in his article. As I 
do so I want to stress that writers in re- 
ligious journals should be aware that non- 





believers read their articles as well as be- 


lievers. I am sure that the non-believer 
is strengthened in his non-belief by this 
featherlike thinking. . . . 

The basic assumption of Dr. Ellis is 
that the white man in the North and 
South has been, is, will be, and ought 
to be the dispenser of morality and free 
dom. Thus when he (the white man) 
speaks from European culture or southern 
tradition all other men “ought” to con- 
descend. With this anthropomorphic 
morality Dr. Ellis calls Paul, Barnabas 
and Jesus together for a Divine premise 
to his “ought”. Dr. Ellis’s procedure is 
not intellectually honest. He poses the 
weakest argument of the integrationists 
and addresses it to the strongest argument 
of the segregationists. He says for in- 
stance, “Only a naive appraisal can re- 
duce the problem of race to one of skin 
color.” He does this, implying unfairly, 
that the integrationists base their entire 
defense upon this immature judgment. 
He then suggests the privilege of the 
white South’s “right” to preserve its 
European and racial and cultural heri- 
tage. Not a word is mentioned of the 
right of the Negro. It is assumed that 
the desires of the white man are axiomati- 
cally right and that the desires of the 
Negro are prohibitive. It must be pointed 
out that while Dr. Ellis employs the 
word “right” for the white South he 
should really use “desire” of the white 
South as I have indicated the desire of 
the Negro. Desires of various groups 
may clash, but Divine rights of one 
group can never clash with the Divine 
rights of another. A more accurate state- 
ment could have been made by Dr. Ellis 
had he said that the white South holds 
it to be a right to preserve their advan- 
tage rather than their heritage! The 
modern world holds little brief for heri- 
tage or tradition—production is the theme 
everywhere except in race relations. 

In discussing the rights of the South 
Dr. Ellis says that the most important 
point is that the people who must live in 
the situation are convinced for reasons 
sufficient to them that integration will be 
detrimental to society. Dr. Ellis should 
have said that the white people are con 
vinced that integration is an evil. There 
is a veneration here of a closed mind— 
“sufficient to them.” How dangerous it 
is when justice is based on reason sufh- 
cient to a few interested in preserving 
their own culture at any price! The man 
who robs a store may do so for reasons 
sufficient to him. Does this make it 
right? How unfair it is to the millions 
of personalities which are innocently 
torn by the penalty of segregation. Of 
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course, Dr. Ellis, this is a problem 
greater than “skin color.” This has a 
tremendous effect on the souls of young 
children who are forced by law and cus- 
tom to think less of themselves than they 
ought to think in the North and South. 

Dr. Ellis said segregation should be a 
fence, not a wall. On my father’s farm 
there were chicken wire fences with 
many openings. The chickens were kept 
in place just as if it had been a wall. 
The assumption behind much of this 
thinking is that Negroes have nothing 
to contribute. Furthermore, the openings 
to which Dr. Ellis alludes are generally 
one way streets or safety devices whereby 
the builder of the fence can keep a 
watchful eye on those whom he wishes 
to keep out. There is, as Dr. Ellis well 
knows as a Virginian, freedom of a white 
man to visit a Negro church at his dis- 
cretion. But a Negro visit to a white 
church must be prearranged. This is not 
New Testament ethics, sir. 

Race relations is good according to Dr. 
Ellis in six suburban type communities 
which were built with a segregated ap- 
proach. Here is real subterfuge. First it 
is projected that the Negro contractor is 
right because he apparently agrees with 
Dr. Ellis. This in the South is called a 
“smart Negro.” Actually it should be 
clear to Dr. Ellis that race relations in 
such a community are not good—they 
are nil. 

All Christian integrationists are not 
headed for a socialistic state. This per- 
haps is the greatest half-truth employed 
by Dr. Ellis, and borders on being ma- 
licious. For that matter all integrationists 
are not Christians, nor are they wrong 
because of that. Dr. Ellis falls prey to 
that which he accuses the integrationists. 
He becomes emotional and calls all inte- 
grationists socialists and anarchists. He 
omits Paul’s great contributions and his 
ethical demands of Christian love. Rather 
he puts forth Paul’s weakness and short- 
sightedness as biblical evidence in sup- 
port of a social philosophy of separate 
but equal facility. Shall we take Paul 
at his worse or at his best? Paul and 
Barnabas had vital differences, but their 
human traits must not be the basis of our 
social or racial philosophy or for the 
premise for moral law. If Dr. Ellis would 
escape from the ivory towers he would 
find that our churches would be quite 
silent if the ladies did not speak. Cer- 
tainly the mores of the Pauline Com- 
munity cannot be used as a basis for 
social philosophy today. 

Finally I want to say that the substitu- 
tion of legislation for natural law in 
Western civilization, and especially in 


America, is working a havoc with our 
moral system. Originally the role of the 
civil law was conceived as one to inter- 
pret the will of God in the affairs of 
men. This was a high noble concept. The 
judge, the advocate and the priest were 
true apostles. They were “sent forth” to 
proclaim and elucidate the will of God. 
Today right and wrong are legislated. If 
I hate a man’s color I simply develop a 
plurality in the legislature against him. 
Therefore, I legally justify my hateful 
actions against him. Thus, we have wit- 
nessed on the American scene the rise of 
a devastating relativism in moral conduct. 
With this relativism nothing is clear and 
precise. We have become ambiguous and 
indefinite. Look for instance at the range 
of words used in this short article by Dr. 
Ellis . . . “socialism, communism, world 
government, integration, forced integra- 
tion, modus vivendi, unity in diversity 
and ecclesiastical integration.” What a 
wide range of indefinite words, and how 
increased the area of ambiguity when we 
add to these terms their emotional con- 
notations. Certainly if we are to clarify 
and put at ease the Christian conscience 
on the matter of race we shall have to 
accept the unequivocable cosmic morality 
of one God. His truths must not be de- 
flected by the limited ability of men to 
love their brother. Isaac H. Brvens 


Trinity Methodist Church, Bronx, N. Y. 
DEED AND INTENT 


The statement . . . . of CHRISTIANITY 
Topay (Sept. 16 issue) was that the 
‘president of a Christian college forbade 
students on his campus to pray publicly 
for success of the meetings.’ As a matter 
of fact, neither the founder or the presi- 
dent forbade the students to have a 
public prayer meeting for the success of 
the Billy Graham campaign. Had such 
a request been made, we would have 
forbidden it because we do not believe 
in mocking God, and to pray for God 
to bless that which in His Word He 
positively forbids is to mock God. 

Bob Jones University Bos Jones, Jr. 
Greenville, S.C. President 
@ Cunristianity Topay regrets that it 
confused intention with deed. The report 
was based upon a letter in which Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Bob Jones University, stated: 
“If any group of Bob Jones students 
wanted to have a prayer meeting to ask 
God to bless the evangelistic movement 
which Billy Graham is heading up in 
New York, we would not permit it. If 
we did permit it, it would be a repu- 
diation of the purpose for which Bob 
Jones University was founded.”—Ep. 
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Bible ‘Text of the Month 


To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation (II Corinthians 5:19). 


€ Behold our Mediator! Not God with- 
out humanity, nor man without divinity; 
but intermediate between mere Deity and 
mere humanity, he is a human divinity, 
and a divine humanity. AUGUSTINE 
€ As the salt-waters of the sea, when 
they are strained through the earth, they 
are sweet in the rivers; so the waters of 
majesty and justice in God, though ter- 
tible, yet being strained and derived 
through Christ, they are sweet and de- 
lightful. Joun Trapp 
€ To wit—This verse is designed further 
to state the nature of the plan of recon- 
ciliation, and of the message with which 
they were intrusted. It contains an ab- 
stract, or an epitome of the whole plan; 
and is one of those emphatic passages in 
which Paul compresses into a single sen- 
tence the substance of the whole plan of 
redemption. ALBERT BaRNES 


RECONCILIATION 


€ By reconciliation is meant the whole 
work of redemption. It is called recon- 
ciliation as it respects us as enemies, sal- 
vation as it respects us in a state of dam- 
nation, propitiation as we are guilty, re- 
demption as captives, and bound over to 
punishment. Reconciliation, justification, 
and adoption differ thus: in reconcilia- 
tion, God is considered as the supreme 
Lord and the injured party, and man is 
considered as an enemy that hath 
wronged him; in justification, God is con- 
sidered as a judge, and man as guilty; in 
adoption, God is considered as a father, 
and man is an alien. Reconciliation 
makes us friends, justification makes us 
righteous, adoption makes us heirs. 
STEPHEN CHARNOCK 
€ That salvation implies the removal of 
man’s moral enmity to God is frankly 
admitted: but this is not inconsistent 
with firmly maintaining that it also 
necessarily supposes and requires the re- 
moval of God’s legal enmity to man. The 
party offended must be reconciled as well 
as the offender, before any real or perma- 
nent friendship can be effected. The 
reconciliation or atonement spoken of, is 
said to be effected by the death of Christ, 
whereas the removal of the enmity of 
man’s heart is more properly the work 
of the Holy Spirit. It is also represented 


as something synonymous with the non- 
imputation of trespasses, which itself is 
decisive of the sense in which it is to be 
understood. WILu1AM SYMINGTON 
€ Particularlyto Him belongs the praise 
of devising the stupendous plan of re- 
demption, by which he reconciles to him- 
self the rebellious children of men. In a 
way honorable to his holiness, justice, 
and truth, he removes the enmity of 
their mind; he subdues their rebellious 
will; he sheds abroad his love in their 
heart; he restores them to his favor and 
friendship; he renews them after his own 
image, and blesses them with all heavenly 
and spiritual blessings. This reconcilia- 
tion is effected, not on the ground of 
their repentance; not by works of right- 
eousness which they have done; not by 
the arbitrary exercise of mercy, but 
through the mediation of his own dear 
Son, who, by his obedience and death, 
has satished divine justice; magnifies and 
honored the law, and made a full atone- 
ment for sin. WitiiuM Lorian 
€ To reconcile unto himself, does not 
mean to convert, or to render friendly to 
himself. This is plain first, because this 
reconciliation is said to be effected by the 
death of Christ as a sacrifice; and sec- 
ondly, because what follows is not a 
proof of God’s converting the world, but 
it is a proof of his being propitious. The 
proof that God was reconciling the world 
to himself in Christ (i.e., in his death) 
is that he does not impute to men their 
trespasses, and that he has established 
the ministry of reconciliation. The for- 
giveness of sin and the institution of the 
ministry are clear evidence that God is 
propitious. Cuaries Hopce 
€ In verse 18, it is said, God “hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation.” This does not mean that 
God changed our heart, and made us love 
him, and appointed the Apostle to an- 
nounce that fact. It can only mean that 
through Christ, through what he did and 
suffered for us, peace is restored between 
God and man, who is able and willing 
to be gracious. This is the gospel which 
Paul was commissioned to announce, 
namely, as follows in the next verse, God 
is bringing about peace; he was in Christ 
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effecting this peace, and now is ready to 
forgive sin, i.e., not to impute unto men 
their trespasses; and therefore the apostle 
urges his readers to embrace this offer of 
mercy, to be reconciled unto God; i.e., 
to accept his overture of reconciliation. 
For it has a sure foundation. It rests on 
the substitution and vicarious death of 
Christ. He was made sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in him. It is impossible, therefore, that 
the reconciliation of which the apostles 
speak as effected by the cross or death of 
Christ, should, in its primary and main 
aspect, be a subjective change in us from 
enmity to the love of God. 

CuHarves Hopce 
{ Reconciling—The greatest controversy 
lies in this word, whether by it be meant 
God’s reconciliation to us, or our laying 
down our enmity against God. Socinus 
and his followers say God was not angry 
with man, he was reconciled before, but 
that this place is meant of affection 
towards God, because it is said we are 
reconciled to God, and not God to us... . 
By reconciliation of us to God in this 
place cannot be meant our conversion, 
or any act of ours. Because the recon- 
ciliation here spoken of was the matter 
of the apostles’ sermons, and the great 


argument they used to convert the world 
to God. If, then, that sense were true, 
it would be an impertinent argument, 
unworthy of those that Christ called out 
to be the first messengers and heralds of 
this redemption. The sense of their dis- 
course would run thus: God hath already 
converted you, therefore be converted to 
him; as it is nonsense to exhort a man to 
do that very act which he hath already 
done. Also, this reconciliation doth 
formally consist in the non-imputation of 
sin to men. Now this is God’s act, not 
the creatures. STEPHEN CHARNOCK 


FRUIT OF RECONCILIATION 
The effect of God’s being reconciled, 


or his reconciling the world to himself, 
is in these words, “not imputing to them 
their trespasses.” God doth so reconcile 
us to himself by Christ as not to impute 
our trespasses to us; that is, not dealing 
with us according as justice required for 
our sins, upon the account of Christ’s 
work, remitting the penalty due to them, 
laying away his anger, and receiving us 
to favor. This is the immediate fruit of 
the reconciliation spoken of, if not the 
reconciliation itself. Joun Owen 
@ Sin at the same time creates enmity 
in the human heart toward God, an 





enmity removed also by faith in the great 
propitiation. Thus the cross is the sym- 
bol of peace. He who died on it pos- 
sessed God’s nature, the offended party, 
and man’s nature, the offending party; 
and thus being qualified to mediate be- 
tween them, his blood was poured out as 
a peace-offering. The law is satisfied, and 
guilty sinners are freed from the curse: 
an amnest is proclaimed; God reconciles 
the world unto himself, and justified man 
has peace with God. Joun Eapre 
€ The evidence that the death of Christ 
has been accepted as an expiation for 
sin, of infinite value and efficiency, is the 
fact that God hath commissioned his 
ministers to announce to all men that 
God is reconciled and ready to forgive, 
so that whosoever will may turn unto 
him and live. Cuarves Hopce 
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‘*SPECIAL TESTIMONY’’ GIRL GIVES DOLL TO QUEEN 


% 


The Filipino pastors, many of whom 
had suffered great persecution at the 
hands of the Japanese during World War 
II, had a common bond with the big 
American who was singing to them. 

He also had known sorrow. 

Fague Springmann, who has sung for 
the last three Presidents of the United 
States, had taken a brief vacation from 
his position as professor of music at the 
University of Maryland to appear in a 
series of pastors’ 
by World Vision, 

Before singing, Fague told the listeners 


conferences sponsored 
Inc. 


about Pamela, his seven-year-old daugh- 
ter. 

When Pamela was two weeks old, the 
doctors said she had a rare blood disease 
and could not live. She is alive, after 
170 blood transfusions, each of which re- 
quired from 10 to 12 hours to admin- 
ister. 

After each transfusion, Pamela’s tem- 
perature goes as high as 104 and she has 
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to be packed in large amounts of ice. 

It may be that she will have to take 
such transfusions as long as she lives, but 
Pamela grins through the suffering and 
touches the hearts of healthy people. For 
the last two years she has been the 
beautiful little girl smiling at you from 
the Red Cross posters. 

From the time she has been big enough 
to talk, she has knelt by the bed with 
her mother and father to say her prayers. 

Once, at a Red Cross rally, one of the 
minor speakers told a joke that was a 
little off-shade. Because of the occasion, 
it left a bad taste with many in the audi- 
ence. The speaker was followed by 
Pamela. She said: 

“First, I want to thank Jesus for giving 
me life, and second, I want to thank the 
Red Cross for giving me blood.” 

That was all, but it was enough. The 
people cheered within their souls. 

At another rally, Pamela was asked by 
a thoughtless reporter why she hadn’t 





been healed by all the blood transfusions 
She replied, sweetly, “You see, if | 
didn’t have leukemia, I’d be the same 
as any other little girlk Now I have a 
special testimony for Jesus.” 

Fague was attempting to explain some 
of the mysteries of the Bible to Pamela 
one night and, like many fathers, wasn’t 
doing too well. Then Pamela, in her own 
direct way, explained in one sentence 
what others have used up books trying 
to say: 

“Are you trying to say, Daddy, that 
what people need is a Jesus transfusion?” 
—Gerorce BurnHAM 


Objectives Met 


Billy Graham was limping badly and 
had to drag his best foot forward when 
he left New York Oct. 29 after the big 
gest spiritual battle of his ministry, but 
objectives of the Crusade had been met 
head-on and conquered, under God. 

As he boarded the train, he may have 
gained small consolation in recalling that 
the limp was caused by an unimpressed 
ram that butted him off a North Caro 
lina mountaintop and not by the ex 
pected pride, indifference and sophistica 
tion of America’s largest city. 

During a testimonial dinner the night 
before, more than 800 guests, including 
top church and industrial leaders of the 
United States, told the evangelist how 
much they appreciated what had been 
accomplished. 

The Rev. Phillips P. Elliott, speaking 
as president for the 1,700 churches of 
the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, said objectives had been met 
far beyond expectations. He added: 

“Those objectives were to win men to 
Christ, to make our city God-conscious, 
to strengthen the churches, to make New 
York City conscious of moral, spiritual 
and social responsibilities.” 

The 16-week Crusade at Madison 
Square Garden, combined with outdoor 


rallies, attracted a total attendance of 
2,149,700, with 66,577 decisions for 
Christ. 


During the final week, 1,000 churches 
participated in a visitation campaign, 
with 6,000 members going out two-by 
two to visit their neighbors. Dr. Jesse 
M. Bader, the visitation 
evangelism committee of the Protestant 
Council, said the teams made 24,000 
calls on unchurched persons and re- 
ported more than 6,000 decisions for 
Christ. The concluding rally on October 
27 at the Polo Grounds was attended 
by 40,000 on a bitterly cold afternoon, 


chairman of 
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and 1,295 decisions were made. 

In speaking about the results at the 
testimonial dinner, Dr. Graham said: 

“I want to begin and end by giving 
God the glory. This was his doing. I 
believe God did these things because a 
number of spiritual laws were obeyed. 

“The first law obeyed was the tremen- 
dous amount of prayer centered on New 
York. Prayer was organized in 109 
countries. 

“The second law obeyed was unity 
among churches of many different back- 
grounds. There has seldom been such 
unity for anything in the history of New 
York. 

“Another was the authoritative preach- 
ing of his Word. When I quoted from 
the Word of God, it was like a rapier. 
I could feel the power. When I resorted 
to my own logic, I could feel the power 
leave. 

“The fourth law obeyed was that 
there was dependence on the Spirit of 
God to do what it was impossible for man 
to do.” 

In the wake of the Crusade, the 
Protestant Council announced an ex- 
panded program of evangelism calling for 
a budget of nearly $1,000,000. The 
General Assembly, in addition, approved 
the establishment of a Protestant Chapel 
at New York’s International Airport, 
costing $250,000. 

The Council has signed a lease to take 
over the Graham Crusade offices, 165 
West 46th St., for its evangelism head- 
quarters. 

The Rev. Dan M. Potter, executive 
director of the Council, said plans call 
for a stepped-up integrated youth pro- 
gram. 

Also visualized, he said, was the con- 
tinuance of the noon radio program and 
the telecast entitled “Impact.” A crusade 
for church attendance will be conducted 
throughout the metropolitan area during 
January, February and March. 

Dr. Graham enthusiastically endorsed 
the program with this comment: 

“We think nothing of spending 
$1,000,000 for one fighter plane that 


will be obsolete in three years. How can 
we do less for God?” 
Killed in Africa 

Dr. Sidney Robert Correll, medical 
missionary from Dayton, O., suffered 


fatal burns from a gasoline explosion in 
French West Africa on Oct. 15. 

He attended the University of Day- 
ton, Harvard, Wheaton College and 
Boston University Medical School. 














PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Auca Lances—A partially destroyed 
house, with Auca lances crossed in the 
doorways, greeted Plymouth Brethren 
missionary Wilford Tidmarsh when 
he returned recently to the advance 
station he was opening down the Ara- 
juno River inside Auca territory. Tid- 
marsh had started to build a house and 
clear a landing strip when he suffered 
an accident which necessitated his ab- 
sence for two weeks. Conjecture cen- 
tered on whether this was a kindly 
warning from “George,” the Auca con- 
tacted by the five missionary martyrs, 
or a threat from the more bloodthirsty 
members of his tribe. 


Sign of Times—New suburban com- 
munities place the construction of 
supermarkets and taverns before 
churches, according to the Rev. Theo- 
dore Conklin of Syracuse, associate 
secretary of the New York State Coun- 
cil of Churches. Years ago, he said, 
churches in new communities often 
were built before the homes of parish- 
ioners. 


Point of Law—Miami Circuit Judge 
John J]. Niblack ruled that reading the 
Bible, requiring your spouse to wear 
skirts instead of blue jeans and insist- 
ence on church attendance does not 
constitute grounds for divorce. The 
judge said William Connelly, 25, was 
well within his rights on all three 
points” and denied Mrs. Martha Con- 
nelly, 19, her petition for divorce. 


$30 Clergy Diploma—A housewife re- 
vealed in Los Angeles how she ob- 
tained, for $30.20, a church charter 
and certificate which permitted her to 
perform baptisms, marriages and buri- 
als as an ordained minister. Mrs. 
Juanita Purviance, 30, said she re- 
ceived the documents exactly a week 
after requesting them from the Uni- 
versal Church of the Master, with 
headquarters at Oakland. Her testi- 
mony launched hearings by a State 
Assembly subcommittee into Califor- 
nia diploma mills. 


Christmas Barrage—The most inten- 
sive barrage of liquor advertising and 
propaganda in the history of Christ- 
mas is now hitting the American pub- 


lic. Trade journals will be filled with 


plans for an unprecedented campaign 
on the $350,000,000-plus holiday lig- 
our market. A major clue to the ad- 
vertising attack lies in business mag- 
azine reports that Christmas liquor 
sales have been tapering off. When 
the publication Advertising Require- 
ments listed the Christmas gifts “most 
appreciated” by businessmen, liquor 
wasn’t even mentioned. 


Alert Lutherans— That the United 
Lutheran Church has the largest mem- 
bership among Lutheran bodies in the 
U. S., was quickly pointed out by 
readers (Oct. 14 issue). Its baptized 
members numbered 2,335,352 in 
1956, according to National Lutheran 
Council statistics, while the Missouri 
Synod was second, with baptized 
membership of 2,152,412. 


Seoul Campaign — Despite unseason- 
ably cold weather and a drenching 
downpour of rain, 31,800 persons at- 
tended the final meeting of the (Oct. 
4-20) Seoul Crusade of Dr. Bob 
Pierce, World Vision President. Total 
attendance was 296,045, with 5,657 
decisions for Christ. 


More Than Clubs — Congregational 
brotherhoods should be more than 
supper clubs, says Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry of New York, president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 
He asserted, “Wide awake brother- 
hoods will find many types of service 
that they can do better than anybody 
else. . . . Fellowship is fine, but it is 
not omnes! 


Divorced Persons—A minority group 
of Anglican clergymen in Birmingham 
diocese protested against a recent 
statement by Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
that Church of England law still for- 
bids’ the remarriage of divorced per- 
sons while the former partner is still 
living. The protest followed a letter 
by Canon Bryan Green, Anglican 
evangelist, who said the Primate’s 
statement “seems to be nearer the idea 
of an infallible corporate spiritual 
authority within the Church of Eng- 
land, on the lines of papal infallibility, 
than to Anglican practice and disci- 
pline since the Reformation.” 
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Power of Prayer 


The following excerpt is from a recent 
letter written by Mrs. J. Edwin Orr from 
South Africa to Mrs. Billy Graham in 
Montreat, N. C.: 

“When Edwin was campaigning in a 
very remote part of New South Wales, 
more than 500 miles from Sydney, a 
Christian man approached him and in- 
juired about the Hollywood Christian 
Group. 

lie said he’d been looking at an 
\ustralian picture magazine more than 
tour years ago, and his eye was attracted 
by a photo of an attractive girl with the 

ption, “The Prettiest Girl in England.’ 
Having had nothing to do with the 
movies, he was not impressed, but a 
strange conviction from the Spirit bur- 


ce ned 


1] 


him to pray for her conversion. 
personally felt it was a waste of time, 
nevertheless, he kept on praying for the 
‘irl. In 1954, the burden lifted, as if the 
Lord 


said, ‘You do not need to carry 
\is burden any longer.’ He had no idea 
whether the girl had died or was truly 
onverted, for he had never heard of a 
movie star being converted. 

“But he remembered her name—Joan 
Winmill—and Edwin checked 
dates with him, he found that the burden 
had lifted during the (Billy Graham) 
Harringay Campaign (in London), when 
vou were actually dealing with Joan! The 
man’s name is Ellwood Fischer, and he is 


uM hen 


a great man of prayer. Naturally, he was 
ereatly encouraged to learn that many 
of the conversions in Hollywood were 
cenuine and Joan Winmill’s also. 
“Knowing that you must be in touch 
with Joan, I thought you might wish to 
tell her how a stranger in far-off Aus- 
tralia praved so long for her conversion.” 


Staggering Study 


Nationwide estimates on the number 
of fatal highway accidents in the United 
States involving drinking need to be re- 
vised upward to nearly 50 per cent of 
the total annual motor death toll, ac- 
cording to William N. Plymat, speak- 
ing at the Loma Linda Institute of Sci- 
entific Studies for the Prevention of 
Alcoholism. 

Plymat, an insurance executive, told 
the Institute that at least 15,000 lives 
could be saved annually if all accidents 
involving alcohol could be eliminated. 
He based his estimate on recent traffic 
and laboratory tests, and said that even 
small amounts of alcohol frequently de- 
inhibitions of drivers to restrain 
themselves from misconduct while be- 


hind the wheel. 
30° 
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Bible for Cadets 


A total of 503 cadets at the U. S. 
Military Academy, West Point, were 
presented Bibles recently in a cere- 
mony sponsored by the American 
Tract Society of New York City. 

Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, president 
of the society, in delivering the ser- 
mon, said: 

“The Bible is about history and 
about human nature and 
sin. It tells not only about the past 
but also the future, about heaven and 
hell. It is about God and his greatness 
and righteousness, his justice and his 
love, and what he requires of us men. 
But, when we come to the more par- 
ticular question, what is the Bible 
ibout, there is just one chief answer. 
It is this: Above everything else, the 
Bible is all about Jesus Christ. In the 
deepest and most living way, its pur- 
pose is to tell us about him who is 
‘the way, the truth and the life.’” 
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‘Peacemongering’ 
Queen Elizabeth II and President 


Eisenhower were in the congregation 
at Washington’s National Presbyterian 
Church when Dr. Edward L. R. Elson 
said “careless and irresponsible talk about 
peace” is “worse than warmongering.” 

The pastor added: 

“To talk about peace unrelated to 
moral principles is as dangerous for world 
order as saber-rattling and scowls at in- 
ternational borders. 

“Jesus did not say, ‘Blessed are the 
peace-wishers.’ He did not say, ‘Blessed 
are the pacifists.’ He was quite emphatic. 
He said, ‘Blessed are those who make 


,>»” 


peace. 


Others in the congregation included 
Prince Philip, Mrs. Eisenhower, Secre- 
tary of State John Foster Dulles, British 
Foreign Secretary Selwyn Lloyd, Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, Secretary of the 
Army Wilbur Brucker and Postmaster 


General Arthur E. Summerfield. 


Benefits Hit 

An advisory opinion issued by the 
Social Security Administration in Wash- 
ington, D. C., threatens to restrict the 
benefits of retired ministers and mis- 
sionaries who are provided homes by the 
churches and denominations they served. 

The agency held that if the rental 
value of a parsonage is designated as in- 
come for social security purposes in com- 
puting base earnings for benefits it also 
must be counted towards the maximum 


of $1,200 a year that a retired recipient 
of benefits is permitted to earn while 
receiving such benefits. 

Charles Smith, associate director of 
the Washington office of the National 
Council of Churches, said “the new social 
security ruling disrupts many of the re- 
tirement plans worked out by the Protes- 
tant denominations.” 

He pointed out that nearly all denom- 
inations make provision for their retired 
missionaries and many churches provide 
for their retired ministers to continue 
occupying a parsonage. 

“As a result, the amount of cash in- 
come they can have and stay within 
social security limitations is not more 
than $300 a year in most instances,” he 
said. 





AFRICA 


Moslem Prime Minister 
A fitful drizzle could not dampen the 


spirits of thousands of Nigerians who 
crowded the roads to get a look at their 
new Prime Minister, Alhaji Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa, and his newly-formed 
cabinet. For Nigeria, this was the last 
big step to independence, which is set 
for April 2nd, 1960. It opened a new 
era in the country’s government and is 
hoped to be the strong unifying force to 
pull the vastly tribalistic communities 
into one. 

Balewa, who made his first trip to 
Mecca two months before, has always 
been the hero of the vast Nigerian North, 
often labeled the “Golden Voice of the 
North” because of his pleasing voice and 
excellent command of English. He once 
made the prophecy that the North would 
continue its march to the sea if the 
South felt it could go on for national 
independence alone. 

In his opening speech to the House 
of Representatives he constantly stressed 
the need of unity — “On no account 
should we allow the selfish ambitions of 
individuals to jeopardize the peace of 
the 33 million law abiding people of 
Nigeria.” 

Although a staunch Moslem by faith, 
the Prime Minister made a point of ex- 
pressing his gratitude to what Christian 
missions have done for Nigeria. 

“I would particularly like to refer to 
the Christian missionaries of all denomi- 
nations who have done so much to en- 
courage the development of the country,” 
he said. “They have the distinction of 
being the first in the field in spreading 
Western education and providing our 
peoples with modern medical facilities. 


We greatly admire their efforts and we 
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shall continue to be grateful to them for 
all that they are doing.” 

At the same time, the Prime Minister 
made it emphatic that “the future of this 
vast country of Nigeria must depend in 
the main on the efforts of ourselves to 
help ourselves.” 

What a Moslem’s power will mean to 
Christian missions cannot as yet be told. 
jut there is indication enough that the 
new Prime Minister, even though a 
Moslem, is dedicated most of all to 
strengthening the unity of the country 
in an effort to present it as eligible for 
independence from British rule. And 
for the present at least, the Prime Min- 
ister, in order to accomplish such a task, 
is doing all he can to bring economic, 
political, and religious groups into peace- 
ful and harmonious coexistence. _J. L. J. 





Going Again 

The Nile Mission Press, founded more 
than 50 years ago in Cairo, Egypt as a 
center for the printing and distribution 
of Christian literature in the Arabic lan- 
guage for all of the Middle East, has 
resumed operations under a new set-up 
in Beirut, Lebanon. A program of pub- 
lication work is being organized under 
direction of D. T. L. Howell there, in 
cooperation with a committee in England 
and America. 

Nile Mission Press, whose work was 
interrupted last year at the time of the 
Suez crisis, was founded in 1905 by 
Samuel M. Zwemer and others, and 
throughout its long history has carried on 
a far reaching literature ministry in all 
of the Near and Middle East. At one 
time its catalog carried more than 800 
titles of books available in Arabic. Re- 
newal of the work in Beirut is being 
expedited by the formation of a com- 
mittee of national Christians and with 
the cooperation of missions in the area. 
An office has been set up and the first 
list of new titles approved for printing 
and distribution, with George Jamil, a 
Lebanese, to assist Mr. Howell. 





FAR EAST 
My Only Regret... 


Portrait of a pastor, whose ministry 
changed from frustration to fruitfulness: 
The little Korean, sitting alongside 
me on the one-hour flight from Seoul to 
Taegu, was in his 60’s. His face was 





lined from evident years of a hard life, 
but a deep calm seemed to radiate from 
him. 

Traveling with the old gentleman was 
his son, a young man who smiled easily. 


They were the Rev. Yong S. Rhee, presi- 
dent of the Taegu School fie the Blind 
and Deaf, and Kisu Rhee, his special 
assistant. 

“My father has been the biggest in- 
spiration in my life,” remarked Kisu. I 
thought of how refreshing this simple 
statement sounded, compared to the “old 
man” references heard so often among 
American teen-ages. 

As we rode and talked, there devel- 
oped the remarkable story of a man who 
can well be an inspiration to everyone. 

The story really began, as is so often 
the case, with the sacrificial life of a 
mother who dedicated her son to God 
after she became a Christian and had 
her sight restored following seven years 
of blindness. In order to pay for her 
son’s education, she walked hundreds of 
miles year after year, peddling goods 
throughout North and South Kyong- 
sang. Less than five feet tall and not 
very strong, she was continually racked 
by physical suffering as she struggled up 
mountain trails and crossed fields with 
her merchandise. But her strength was 
renewed daily, as she looked at the Cross 
and remembered the suffering of Jesus. 

While at school, the son worked hard 
and served God devoutly. He showed 
such progress that he was invited to lead 
a church service in Taegu. At night he 
found time to practice his oratory in the 
market place. 

“I was painfully conscious, however,” 
he said, “that my faith was not genuine, 
but only disguised.” 

He related the troubles which began 
in 1919, the year of a major upheaval 
against Japanese imperialism. For his re- 
bellious shouting, he spent one year in 
jail at Seoul. After release he refused to 
quit making speeches and spent three 
more years in jail at Taegu. A jailor’s 
cruel blow resulted in partial deafness. 

“While suffering under this imprison- 
ment,” he testified, “I realized more 
clearly my mother’s intention that I 
should be a pastor. I resolved to be a 
good one. After prison, I left for Japan 
to study at Kobe Seminary. 

“After graduation, I still did not have 
a true belief in the grace of God. While 
desperately seeking this belief, I offered 
my life in the service of lepers. Two 
years after I joined the leprosarium, how- 
ever, I resolved that I would quit my 
ministry unless God bestowed his grace 
upon me. The decision didn’t come 
easily. I tortured myself in prayer: for 
several weeks but nothing happened 
until Christmas eve. During the 3 a.m. 
service, I asked, ‘Lord Jesus, have you 
ever seen such a sinner as I? Has there 
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ever been such a wicked pastor? You 
love these lepers most of all human be 
ings, erected this leprosarium and sent 
me to love them for you, but I did not 
love them. I am not a benefactor, but 
one benefitted.’ 

“While praying, my eyes overflowed 
with hot tears. Four hundred patients 
also shed tears of repentance. The whir!- 
wind of grace sent by God never ceased 
to blow until the service had lasted five 
hours. 

“After this, I could serve the patients 
with true love. I served them sincerely 
for 10 years under the protection and 
grace of God.” 

Rhee, after this service, accepted pas- 
torates in Korea, Manchuria and Japan. 

With the liberation in 1945, he came 
home to Taegu. The leper-relief position 
was no longer open, but God had another 
big work for the faithful pastor. Park 
Yon Saeng, a blind man, impressed him 
with the importance of education for 
blind and deaf children. The school was 
opened on faith in 1947. 

Money was hard to come by. To help 
support his young charges, he took over 
the job as labor section chief at Taegu 
jail and devoted the rest of his time to 
the school. The arrangement wasn’t sat- 
isfactory, in view of the great need 
among thousands, so he quit the jail job 
after seven months. 

Monetary aid picked up slowly. Offer- 
ings on Christmas, 1949, from blind men 
and women across the United States, 
were sent to the school through Miss 
Helen Keller. The mayor of Taegu, Han 
Po Yong, provided desperately needed 
land. 

The work was progressing wonderfully 
in 1950—when war again came to Korea. 
By August 30, the enemy was 120 kilom- 
eters northeast of Taegu. Refugees be- 
low Seoul were streaming southward. 

In an attempt to rescue relatives at 
Songjiu, Rhee crossed the Naktong River 
on the same day that UN forces pulled 
back across the river. Shells began to fall 
all around. He hid in the mountains, 
among rocks and behind hedges until the 
day he was captured, Sept. 17—on 
charges of being a jail chaplain. 

He arrived at a compound for prisoners 
just as those who had been murdered 
were being taken away. As his time for 
execution approached, an unusual order 
for reconsideration came through. But on 
Sept. 24 he was again sentenced to death. 

“I was not troubled by the fear of 
death,” he said, “but by the fact that I 
had not been a better pastor and had not 
rendered more worthy service to the lep- 
ers and school for the blond.” 
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When given a chance to say his last 
words, he told the Communists why he 
had become a pastor and ended the little 
speech with these words: “I fear nothing, 
since I shall be in the Kingdom of 
Heaven after my death. My only misgiv- 
ing is who will be my successor in the 
education of the blind and deaf.” 

God intervened again, as a Communist 
ficial was touched by the words. “Set 
this old man free,” he ordered. 

Returning to Taegu, Rhee found over 
|,200 lepers and children praying for his 
safety! 

More than 250 blind and deaf children 
ire now taught how to live at the school, 
with World Vision, Inc., of Los Angeles, 
paying for the support of 185. World 
Vision, under President Bob Pierce, has 
made other valuable contributions to bol- 
ster support from Korean groups. 

I walked through the corridors and 
watched the children at their studies. A 
blind boy smiled at something he was 
reading with his fingers. A deaf boy, who 
had never heard sound, struggled with 
the words, “How do you do... wel- 
come.” Hundreds of hours of patient love 
ind coaching had gone into the effort. 
Kim Jae Yul, a 14-year-old boy, was with 





























a group of other children. He was blind 
and part of his right arm was gone as the 
result of a stray explosive picked up after 
the fighting, but he smiled as he sang a 
song, “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 
Looking on proudly was the Rev. Yong 
S. Rhee, spared by God for a great work. 
He had been as blind in the beginning of 
his ministry as the children he was help- 
ing, but God had opened his eyes with 
bitter tears on Christmas morning in a 
leper colony. —Gerorcr BurNHAM 


Korean Moderator 


The Rev. Chen Pil Sun, pastor of 
Seoul’s Yong Dong Presbyterian Church, 
was elected moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea at its 42nd General 
Assembly in Pusan. 

The new moderator, a former secre- 
tary of the National Christian Council in 
Korea, won fame for his dramatic escape 
from Seoul’s notorious West Gate Prison 
in 1950 when he was being held for 
execution after capture by the commu- 
nists. All his fellow prisoners were killed. 
Koreans call him “the man who jumped 
from his coffin.” 

A highlight of the assembly was the 
welcome given to the Rev. Pang Chi Il, 






last Presbyterian missionary to be released 
by the Chinese communists. Mr. Pang is 
a second-generation China missionary, 
the son of one of Korea’s pioneers to 
Shantung province. He had been in 
China without furlough since 1937 and 
had been held with his family for eight 
years by the communists. 

Continuing its insistence on high 
standards for the ministry, the assembly’s 
committee on examinations passed only 
60 out of 130 candidates applying for 
admission to the Presbyterian ministry. 

—S. H. M. 





SOUTH AMERICA 


Overflow Crowds 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith, pastor of The 
Peoples Church, Toronto, has completed 
evangelistic campaigns at Rio de Janeiro 
and Sao Paulo in Brazil. 

Overflow crowds were reported in each 
city, with a total of 1,579 registered de- 
cisions for Christ. 








Curistianity Topay is a subscriber to 
Religious News Service, Evangelical 
Press Service and Washington Report. 
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“My Intermediate class was the problem class of the 

church. Nobody wanted to tackle them . . . nobody but 
= . me. I had watched them grow up and loved them all. 
»--—=— I began with an intriguing lesson by Scripture Press. 
As soon as I started using ALL-BIBLE GRADED 
LESSONS I had no discipline problems.” 






















Mas. J. C. Burpick 
Union City, 
Tennessee 
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Order on ten- 
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Box 112 Owensboro, Ky. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
Compiled by Al Bryant 


For you, for your family, for 
your friend—this book is ideal. 
The Banner:* . for family 
or personal devotions.” 
The Sunday School Times: 
.. rich. 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore: 
. Stimulating... 


Regular edition $2.50; Hand\ 
pocket sive, $1.95. 


A Zondervan Publication 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF RELIGION 
Stay Alive All Your Life, by Nor 


man Vincent Peale, Prentice-Hall. 

$3.95. 

The writings of Dr. Peale are easily 
criticized, but the importance of his work 
cannot be underrated. As pastor, he has 
attempted to deal specifically and remedi- 
ally with the problems of his people. By 
the use of psychiatrists as a part of the 
church counseling program, he has em- 
phasized the relation of mental and emo- 
tional health to spiritual health, and by 
his stress on such a healing as rev ivifying 
ministry, he has brought back into focus 
the fact that salvation includes the re- 
deeming and enjoying of our lives here 
and now. All this constitutes a program 
of major importance and one deserving 
of study and commendation. Unfortu- 
nately, Peale’s thinking does not live up 
to the promises implicit in his program. 

First of all, any emphasis on biblical 
faith is utterly lacking. Peale’s God is 
the God of all religions, and all men 
have “the instinct of God and immor- 
tality” Cp. 300). God is never “ sented 
as Judge, nor even as Saviour. In the 
process of attaining help, God is essen- 
tially passive and is appropriated by men. 
Jesus Christ is quoted by Peale, 
not so often 


though 
as his many great friends, 
but there is no expressed regard for his 
Person and his atoning work. Man 
works, not God, nor Christ. 
Testimonials abound in the book, but 
they are not to Jesus but to Peale and his 
” What we have 
here is not religion, nor is it even moral 
ism. Peale does not deal with problems 
of good and evil, but only of “right and 
Cp. 144f); moral categories are 
replaced by neutral ones, correct and in 
correct. The 


friends of “inner power. 


wrong” 


“supreme personal test at 
is not, Am I a saved man, or 
even, Am I a good man, but rather, “‘Am 
I a right person?’ If you are ‘right’ things 
tend to go right” (p. 156). Peale de- 
fines religion thus: “Religion is a scien- 


all times” 


tific methodology for thinking your way 
Cp. 147). 


here neither religion nor moralism, but 


through problems” There is 
only self-help. 

It is significant that only twice does 
Peale deal with guilt feelings Cnot sin or 
guilt in itself or as related to God), and 
on the first instance he urges its suppres- 
sion. “Allow no sense of guilt to take the 
luster off your spirit. It’s the greatest of 
all causes of ennui”; rather, enthusiasm, 





“meaning ‘God within,’” is to be culti- 
vated (p. 43). In the second instance he 
merely observes “the close relationship of 
guilt to tension” and finds it strange that 
the personality retains indiscretions like 
“pockets of spiritual poison” Cp. 165£). 
He has no answer to this other than to 
have affirmative thoughts relieve your 
tensions. Peale speaks much of faith, but 
it is not faith in God, but “faith in faith,” 
which means in your capacities (pp. 

12, 22, 263, etc.). 

Second, any real relationship to medi 
cal and psychiatric knowledge is lacking. 
There is a seeming reliance on psycho 
somatics, but actually Peale reverses the 
opinions of such theory. Instead of lean 
ing on psychosomatic medicine, he favors 
the reverse, i.e., 
of the mind. 


the body’s determination 
y physical exercises and 
enacted routines, the mind is given spirit 
ual power. Peale is thus closer to Yoga 
and Hinduism than to anything in Scrip- 
ture or in psychosomatics. To develop 
“dynamic life . . . put animation in you 
daily work” om 110). To be vital, act 
vital. To be happy, practice joy (p. 172, 
221f, etc.). Significant is his extended 
citation of “the practical program for 
of the 
late Lawrence Townsend, which meant 
nude sunbathing, the “emptying” of the 
mind of all “thought poisons” ( 


maintaining continuous energy” 


we should 
plus the 


aloud, 


“flush negatives” away, p. 33), 
affirmation, 
standing tall: 

I breathe in pure, beautiful, positive 
thoughts of God and Jesus Christ, 
which entirely fill my conscious and 
superconscious mind, to the total elim 
ination of all hatred and malice, which, 
with God’s help, I dismiss completely 
from my conscious, unconscious, and 
superconscious mind. 

This gave Townsend “conquest of the 
aging process, and . . . demonstrated con- 
clusively the validity of his method” (p. 
132 fF). 


It would be 


following spoken 


easy to go on and cite 
ridiculous instances of Peale’s thinking 
(e.g., the possibility of the power of posi- 
tive thinking in fishing, p. 16), but it is 
hardly necessary. This is neither religion, 
moralism. medicine, or anything more 
than self-help baptized with a sprinkling 
of devout-plus-medical phrases. For those 
who believe in self-help, this is the an- 
swer. For those who believe in the God 
of Scripture, the reality and validity of 
good and evil, and the grace of God unto 
salvation, there is aothing here but the 
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frenzy of guilty life and the misery of 
creeping death. R. J. Rusxpoony 


SIGNIFICANT COLLECTION 


Selected Letters of John Wesley, by 

Frederick C. Gill (editor). Philo 

sophical, New York, 1956. $4.75. 

John Wesley has left to the Christian 
world a collection of letters significant not 
only in their quantity, but in the range 
of subjects with which they dealt. Some 
2,670 of them have been collected, writ- 
ten over a period of seventy years, and 
addressed to every type of person living in 
the England of his day and to some in the 
New World. It is in these letters that he 
often expressed himself more truly than 
in the more precise discourses which he 
left in writing. 

This collection of 275 letters has been 
made to offer to the busy reader some- 
thing of a cross-section of this correspond- 
ence, and particularly, to exhibit the wide 
range of Wesley's interests. The most 
that can be given in a review is an in- 
dication of the major subjects with which 
the letters published deal. First of all, 
they sketch for us the life of a disciplined 
man, selfless in his labors for his Societies. 
He appears before us as tireless in his 
travels, intensive within his extensive 
labors, for he pursued his calling by house 
to house visitation and by constant per- 
sonal interviews. 

His correspondence with kings and 
prime ministers grew out, not of a desire 
to curry favor, but to maintain the cause 
of his Societies, particularly against the 
charge of disloyalty. The people called 
Methodists were at the same time a joy 
and a surprise to him. As he writes (p. 
103), “...the more I attend the service 
of the Church in other places, the more I 
am convinced of the unspeakable advant- 
age which the people called Methodists 
enjoy ... The church where they assemble 
is not gay or splendid. . . but plain as well 
as clean. The persons who assemble there 
are...a people most of whom do, and 
the rest earnestly seek to, worship God in 
spirit and in truth.” 

Wesley’s letters reveal foibles, very hu- 
man foibles; he can be sentimental, or he 
can be withering; at times he seemed to 
be whimsical. The letters dealing with 
the question of his marriage are selected 
with a view to giving an over-all picture 
of this event in his career. The reader 
will admire a great deal in the side of 
Wesley’s character which this correspond- 
ence reveals. The range of his other in- 
terests amazes us; he had a very practical 
interest in diet, in electricity, in psychol- 
ogy and in the use of herbs for their cura- 
tive properties. He kept a hand upon 
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BILLY GRAHAM and the 
3] NEW YORK CRUSADE 


Pe 


By George Burnham 
and Lee Fisher 


What are the facts behind the 
ey story? 

=. . What drew the crowds to Madison 
Square Garden? 

What is the secret of Billy Gra- 
ham’s unprecedented success as an 
evangelist? 

Here is the answer—the breath- 
taking story of a modern miracle, 
told in fast-moving, feature-story 
style by these members of the Billy 
Graham evangelistic staff. 


in $5 


Illustrated 
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LIFE and CUSTOMS in Jesus’ Time 


An excellent new source book of background 
information for teachers, preachers and Bible stu- 
dents everywhere ... an invaluable aid to the 
study of the Scriptures and a never-ending source 
of material for programs, plays, etc. Written in 
simple language that will be read for pure en- 
joyment as well as information, here is an authen- 
tic picture of Palestine in the time of Christ. 
Extensive bibliography at end of each $ 

chapter. Illustrated. By Joseph L. Gift. 2 50 


iS At your Bookstore, or Dept. CT-11 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 





movements of thought no less than upon 
trends in the religious practices of his 
time. Best of all, he was a man of tre- 
mendous force and unquestioned dedi- 
cation. 

This volume can be recommended for 
its balanced insight into the life and work 
of this cosmopolitan figure. The Editor is 
correct in his statement at the end of the 
Pretace: “His letters still live, and are 
characteristic of the man, showing unsus- 
pected angles of his mind, reflecting viv- 
idly the life and spirit of the age, and re- 
vealing the birth and growth of a nation- 
wide revival . . .” Here is a collection of 
the most significant of them. 
Haron B. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL METHODS 


Informal Talks on Sunday School 

Teaching, by Rav Rozell, Grand 

Rapids International Publications, 

distributed by Kregel’s, Grand 

Rapids. 160 pp., $2.00. 

Do you consider yourself a capable 
Sunday School teacher—one who pos- 
sesses knowledge concerning the tech- 
nique of teaching? Read this book and 
you will find how much can still be 
learned. 

Here is a book that is true to its title. 
It presents a wealth of plain and 
tensely practical hints on teaching. The 
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meaning of teaching and the importance 
of knowing the pupil’s needs and the 
teacher's aims, the know-how of the 
pupil learning process and the methods 
to be followed—all this and more is sys- 
tematically discussed. The treatment 
given these matters by the pedagogically 
astute author is as interesting as it is 
extensive. 

The author rightly states that it is es- 
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sential that the teacher be motivated by a 
Christian philosophy of life. But it is at 
this point that we find it difficult to fol- 
low the author. His philosophy—like too 
much present-day Sunday School mate- 
rial—is off-center. Instead of being God- 
centered or Christ-centered, it is pupil- 
centered. The whole teaching program is 
directed to supplying pupil needs. Even 
the Bible is said to be a “tool” to this end. 
Says the author, “It is the pupil that we 
are teaching and not the Bible. . . . In 
all of our lesson planning and presenta- 
tion we must keep the pupil at the cen- 
ter” Cp. 33). To make the pupil central 
in our teaching is to teach the pupil that 
he is the center. To make one who is an 
image of God central is an affront to him 
of whom he is an image. 

To be sure, we must analyze the needs 
of our pupils and seek to supply them. 








We also agree that teaching should be 
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impelled by a specific aim. But just what 
is this need and aim? Is it the need and 
aim envisioned by the mother of James 
and John who requested Jesus that her 
boys might be leaders in his kingdom and 
share his glory? The teacher who is so 
minded should be told in the words of 
Jesus, “You know not what you ask.” To 
share Christ’s glory is to drink Christ's 
cup of death on the cross. Not the pro- 
motion of the individual, but the daily 
crucifixion of this individual with Christ, 
is the basic need of our pupils and the 
fundamental aim of Christian teaching. 
The “I” as a center must be crucified 
that the resurrected Christ may be central 
in their lives (Gal. 2:20). 

Mark FAKKEMA 


VALUABLE TOOL 


The Church in Soviet Russia, by 

Matthew Spinka. The Oxford Uni- 

versity Press, New York, 1956. 

$3.25 

A problem in the world church today 
is that of the church in Eastern Europe. 
A scholar who has made a careful study 
of this problem is Matthew Spinka of the 
Hartford Theological Seminary. His 
thesis in the volume before us is that 
the Soviet state, in the early years of 
the Bolshevik revolution wholly antipa- 
thetic towards the church in Russia, now 
utilizes the church as a valuable tool for 
its own purposes and policies (p. 94 
et al.). 

A disastrous event hardly equalled in 
“the whole course of church history” 
was the resolution of the Karlovtsi con- 
ference in November, 1921, in which a 
large number of Russian emigre ecclesi- 
astical leaders called upon God to over- 
throw the Bolsheviks and to restore the 
House of Romanov to the throne (p. 
24ff). The revolutionary Communist 
leaders, remembering the earlier slavish 
subservience of the church to the Tsar, 
interpreted the resolution as further proof 
of reactionary church political policies 
and the church itself between the 
anvil and the hammer. In his struggle 
for church autonomy Tikhon, who was 
the first leader of the post-revolutionary 
church (1917-25) and became patriarch, 
at first fought the regime. Within a year, 
however, he saw that that policy could 
only end in defeat so he altered it to 
secure for his church autonomy within 
the state. Tikhon became convinced, 
especially during his imprisonment 
(1922) that non-interference in politics 
was the policy necessary for the church's 
survival. The reward for this change was 
that the state gave him the legal right to 
administer the church. 
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Tikhon’s successor, Sergei, sought in- 
creasing state recognition and in 1927 
signed a pact with the state which made 
the church subservient to it. The year 
previous 117 bishops were exiled and 
the whereabouts of 40 others was un- 
known. “By this systematic weeding out 
of the best elements of the Russian epis- 
copate the GPU in the end succeeded in 
purging the church of all who posessed 
moral courage to oppose the policies 
of the state” (64). Sergei himself spent 
three and one-half months in prison that 
year during which he decided to sign the 
historic document, the most notable inci- 
dent of his eighteen-year tenure of office. 
The “Declaration” stated that the Soviet 
government was guiltless of any wrong- 
doing in its relations to the church and 
placed the blame instead on church lead- 
ers themselves. Therafter patriarch Ser- 
gei cooperated increasingly with the gov- 
ernment even declaring that “in the 
Soviet Union no religious persecution 
has ever existed, nor does it now exist”; 
that “churches are closed not by govern- 
mental order but because of the will of 
the inhabitants, and in many cases even 
the decision of the faithful”; that “the 
reports concerning cruelties of the agents 
of the Soviet government in relation to 
certain priests absolutely do not corre- 
spond to reality and are lies”; that ‘ ‘priests 
themselves are guilty of not making use 
of the freedom of preaching granted 
them”; and that “the church itself does 
not desire to open theological training 
institutes” (p. 78f).). 

Sergei’s subordination to the state won 
for the church certain privileges. In 
1937 the Soviet government for the first 
time since the revolution included in its 
census a statement concerning religious 
afhliation and revealed that 57% of the 
adult population was related to the 
church and that those persons declared 
themselves to be believers Cp. 80). Other 
considerations were given the church. 
The shift in Soviet policy is shown by 
the author to have been greatly accele- 
rated when Nazi Germany broke its pact 
with Russia in June 1941 and invaded 
the country. “The (Soviet) regime was 
now faced not only with a powerful for- 
eign invaded, but also with the possi- 
bility of revolt at home” (82). To the 
surprise of many, including the regime, 
the church remained steadfastly loyal 
and Sergei used everything at his com- 
mand to serve the “holy” Soviet cause, 
his “sycophantic glorifications of the 
‘great, God-given leader of the Russian 
people’—Stalin—(being) notorious. The 
church thus ceased to be a Church, and 
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became an adjunct of the state. This is 
the tragedy of the Russian Church and 
its leadership” (p. 863. Spinka believes 
that the present state of the church in 
Russia is, in “many particulars, worse 
than ever before.” 

The present Patriarch, Alexei, con- 
tinues Sergei’s policy of unconditional 
service to the state. His first official act 
was a letter to Stalin, dated May 19, 
1944, in which he pledged unswerving 
loyalty to the “God-appointed leader.” 

Second to Alexei in the Russian 
Church is Metropolitan Nikolai who has 
striven to outdo his superior in singing 
the praises of the Soviet communist re- 
gime. Professor Spinka avers that his 
eulogy of Stalin on the 26th anniversary 
of the October Revolution has been 
“rarely exceeded by the most notorious 
communist sycophants.” “Our church 
members,” it says, “along with the en- 
tire population, discern in our Leader the 
greatest man that has ever been born in 
our country. For he unites in his person 
all the characteristics mentioned above 
in connection with our Russian ancient 
heroes and the great military leaders of 
the past” Cp. 110). One wonders whether 
de-Stalinization has meant anything to 
Alexei and Nikolai, the present leaders 
of the Russian church. (cf. Matt. 15:14) 

The author’s thesis includes the propo- 
sition that the Soviet government en- 
courages intercourse between Russian 
Church heads and those of “satellite” 
countries as a means of extending and 
strengthening Soviet influence over those 
countries (last chapter). Alexei’s ambi- 
tion of becoming head of all Orthodox 
people coincides with the political aims 
of the Soviet government and “Church 
and state can work hand in glove to gain 
these objectives” (p. 121). 

The report of the delegation of the 
National Council of Churches which 
visited the Soviet Union last March is 
in no way contradictory to the positions 
elaborated by Dr. Spinka but rather 
agrees therewith (Christian Century, 
vol. 73, p.428; cf. an interpretation, p. 
480). One wonders then what prompted 
The Chicago Daily Tribune to editorial- 
ize that the leader of that delegation 
“came back talking ncnsense about the 
position of the churches in Russia” (Dec. 
1, 1956), or if the writer had read that 
leader's report (summary in Presbyterian 
Life, April 28, 1956). 

Spinka’s claim that the Soviets use the 
church to Soviei advantage is true not 
only of Orthodoxy. One needs only to 
read the monthly reports published by 
the Foreign and Information Department 





of the Ecumenical Council of Churches 
in Czechoslovakia, or the tightly-con- 
trolled Hungarian Church Press, to ob- 
serve the same there. 

In closing I wish to mention another 
essay of Prof. Spinka, Church In Com- 
munist Society: A Study in J. L. Hrom- 
adka’s Theological Politics (Hartford 
Seminary Foundation Bulletin, 1954), 
the reading, and re-reading, of which has 
been to this person, a former student of 
Dr. Hromadka, a painful, but necessary, 
experience. 

M. Eucene OsTERHAVEN 


CHURCH AND STATE 


The Christian and the State, by H. 

M. Carson, Tyndale, London, Is, 6d. 

This 48-page pamphlet is published 
in a series entitled “Foundations of 
Faith,” planned to cover a wide range 
of subjects, and particularly to answer 
questions which may arise in the minds 
of intelligent Christians “who have 
reached the final stage of their school 
course or have recently begun studying 
at a university.” 

The subject of the Christian’s rela- 
tionship to the state is one which is in- 
creasingly important when the state is 
accepting larger responsibilities for the 
welfare of its citizens and expecting in 
return a fuller recognition of its position. 
Mr. Carson obviously regards Scripture 
as the final court of appeal, and in that 
court he ably enforces the duty of prayer 
for the state, and of obedience to it, lim- 
ited only where the state’s demands are 
in clear conflict with conscience. 

He is on more debatable ground when 
he maintains that Christian participation 
in politics is not ruled out by Scripture 
and discusses particularly the Christian’s 
use of the vote in elections. He has no 
hesitation in accepting capital punish- 
ment as a right which, however sparingly 
it may be used, is included in Paul's ref- 
erence to rulers “bearing the sword.” But 
he states the arguments for and against 
Christian participation in war without 
declaring definitely for one view or the 
other. 

The final chapter, “Lessons from His- 
tory,” ends with a serious warning against 
the danger of the church becoming “a 
subsidiary department of the state” in 
lands where totalitarian government pre- 
vails. The booklet should go far towards 
clarifying the thinking of young Chris- 
tians who are asking, or ought to be ask- 
ing, “What does the Bible teach about 
the relations of the individual Christian, 
and the church as a whole, to the state?” 

Frank HoucHtTon 
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REVIEW OF 


Religions Thought 


WHAT OF PREACHING in current thought 
and practice? What is the general charac- 
ter of twentieth-century preaching, judg- 
ing from present-day pulpit men and lit- 
erature? 

Perhaps we can get an historic perspec- 
tive by glancing at Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick, who is regarded by many as the 
greatest preacher of our time, and Jona- 
than Edwards, who is regarded by virtu- 
ally all as the greatest preacher of the 
eighteenth century (at least in America). 


{ Though always a candid opponent of 
historic, creedal Christianity, which he 
usually dubbed “Fundamentalism,” Dr. 
Fosdick receives high praise from Dr. 
Ganse Little (The Princeton Seminary 
Bulletin, February 1957). “We must 
hasten to add,” he remarks, “as Dr. Fos- 
dick does himself, that here is a man lit- 
erally ‘saved by grace’ for a ministry of 
unsu helpfulness to men in every 
walk of life for well on towards fifty 
years.” Dr. Fosdick believes in “grace” 
in essentially the same way Pelagius 
believed in “grace”—and as Augustine 
proved that Pelagius’ “grace” was not the 
Bible’s grace, so Machen proved the same 
of Dr. Fosdick’s “grace.” 

With respect to Dr. Fosdick’s “unsur- 
passed helpfulness,” a remark is in order. 
It probably would be generally granted 
that Dr. Fosdick was the most influential 
American preacher of the first half of the 
century (at least on ministers and the in- 
telligentsia). Whether he was the most 
useful would depend, as he would gladly 
admit, on the soundness of his message. 
If it was the truth of God, as he no doubt 
believes and Dr. Little with him, then it 
would follow that his usefulness was prob- 
ably unsurpassed among preachers. If his 
gospel was “another gospel,” as many be- 
lieve, then the effect of his life requires 
drastic re-evaluation. This is all obvious 
and no one would admit it sooner, we 
suppose, than Dr. Fosdick. Dr. Little, 
though giving a positively delightful re- 
view of the autobiography (The Living 
of These Days) does not wrestle with this 
problem, apparently because he believes 
it self-evident that Fosdick’s message is 
basically true and wholesomely liberating. 


€ Of especial interest to us is the turning 
point in Fosdick’s life. One of the early 
and pivotal events was his repudiation of 


the preaching of the coming wrath of 
God (hell). Such preaching turned him 
from “orthodoxy” permanently and ac- 
counts for his lifelong crusade against 
“Fundamentalism.” 


{ Now the turning point in the career 
of Edwards was precisely the opposite. 
He had sore problems, as a young the- 
ological student at Yale, about divine 
sovereignty and particularly its exercise 
in the damnation of some men. However, 
from feeling this was a “monstrous” doc- 
trine he was inwardly persuaded of the 
“sweetness” of divine sovereignty and 
yielded himself absolutely and unques- 
tionably to it. It became the dominant 
note in his preaching that God “was 
sovereign in the matter of salvation” and 
the sermon which he regarded as most 
fruitful in conversions is entitled “The 
Justice of God in the Damnation of Sin- 
ners.” Edwards preached much more than 
this theme and other than this theme, but 
he did preach this theme. 

And certainly this is a striking contrast, 
that the most eminent preacher of 1750 
stressed the absolute sovereignty of God, 
even in salvation and damnation, while 
the most eminent preacher of 1950 found 
himself in lifelong rebellion against such 


sovereignty. 


§ What is true of these two champions 
of the pulpit is an epitome of others, and 
the cue to twentieth-century preaching 
in general. It reveals itself in the very 
way in which most sermons begin. Never 
did Edwards, or virtually any Puritan, 
begin with other than the Word of God 
and its close exposition. Present-day hom- 
ilies, by contrast, seldom begin with seri- 
ous exposition unless the text is narrative 
in character and affords opportunity to 
tell an interesting and unfamiliar Bible 
story. Early Puritans used illustrations 
sparingly even when they, like the par- 
ables of Christ, were basically analogous 
to the revealed truth. In most sermons 
we now read or hear, the text illustrates 
the illustration rather than vice versa. 
The homiletical tail is wagging the homi- 
letical dog, and most of the time the tail 
itself is only pinned on. But the illustra- 
tions—independently considered—are usu- 
ally very good. As far as the biblical con- 
tent of modern sermons is concerned, 
there is simply no comparison with Puri- 





tan preaching. One learned something 
about the Word of God then, while now 
he usually comes out of church better in- 
formed about Saroyan, Ibsen, Freud or 
Eisenhower. We are having a preaching 
of the word indeed—but it is the word 
of man. 

The eighteenth-century pulpit was 
quite down-to-earth and practical, but 
preaching was always related to eternity 
—sub specie aeternitatis, This century 
seldom rises above an obsession or probes 
any deeper than a frustration. Here is the 
flyleaf of a current book on preaching: 
“Emphasizing that good preaching is doc- 
trinal preaching applied to life, this book 
will assist pastors of all denominations to 
prepare sermons that will minister to the 
anxiety, insecurity, loneliness and frus- 
tration that beset our times.” Preachers 
seem to dabble more in amateur psychol- 
ogy than exegesis; they would be embar- 
rassed by a person under conviction of 
sin, would talk a man out of feelings of 
guilt, and if confronted by someone flee- 
ing from the wrath of God would be sure 


he was a paranoic. 


€ It is no wonder that a layman has the 
courage to write: “What's the Matter 
with Protestant Preaching?” (Church 
Management, September 1957.) This 
would take as much audacity, we should 
think, as it would take for us to write 
“How plumbers may improve their skill.” 
Men recognize that education, medicine, 
bricklaying and the like are the work of 
those specially trained in such subjects. 
But any one who hears sermons seems 
qualified to issue canons to direct the 
preacher who has usually had four years 
of general and three years of special train- 
ing in this divine business. We are con- 
cerned to note that such supposed lay 
competence is a symptom of the break- 
down of the awareness of the high calling 
of the ministry on the part of those to 
whom they minister. It hardly needs say- 
ing that this breakdown on the part of 
the laity is at least in part occasioned by 
the ministry’s own loss of a sense of spe- 
cian vocation. 


© If preachers insist on competing with 
psychiatrists as counselors, with phy- 
sicians as healers, with politicians as 
statesmen and with philosophers as specu- 
lators, then these specialists have every 
right to tell them how to preach. If a 
minister's message is not based on “Thus 
saith the Lord,” then as a sermon it is 
good for nothing but to be cast out and 
trodden under foot of the specialists in 
the department with which it deals. 

Joun H. GersTNER 
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1,000 wm TO HOLD 


Largest crowd ever to 
assemble in Yankee 


Stadium . 


World Wide Pictures presents an 
entirely new concept in documentary 
films. Here is the story of the history- 
making New York Crusade as seen 
through the-eyes of New York’s most 
popular T.V. personality team, Jinx 
Falkenburg and Tex McCrary, known 
to millions as Mr. and Mrs. New York. 


Unparalleled coverage of the greatest 
single effort in the history of evange- 
lism. See the Spirit of God move thous- 
ands to accept Christ night after night 
in the world’s most famous meeting 
“Jinx” and “Tex” tell the dramatic places. See and hear 3,000 voice choir 
story with freshness and sparkle that ... Cliff Barrows... George Beverly 
lift it out of the realm of the ordinary. Shea... Tedd Smith... Paul Mickel- 
You see, from the eyes of New Yorkers, son... Jinx Falkenburg and Tex Me- 


for ; ” ‘ 
unprecedented numbers mane oe srden and what happens when Billy comes to town. Crary, known as “Mr. & Mrs. New York.’ 
fn 
Madison 
Christ in famed 


Yankee Stadium. 


It's different! It’s soul shaking! 44 MINUTES 
It will bring new life and vigor to the BLACK & WHITE 


Christian program of your community. 
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Tell me how | can have a premiere showing of "Miracle 
in Manhattan" in my community during November and 
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